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MEMBERS ONLY 

Snobbery has come ou} of the closet and is 
no longer the preserve of the elite. 

By Netty C. Gross ~ 


NIGHT RIDER 

Uri Bazaz has been driving a Tel Aviv cab for 
25 years. Last Friday night, one wide-awake 
reporter went along for the ride. 

By Sue Fishkoff 


THE EYES OF THE COUNTRY 

You can pick cherries, swim in Brechat Ram 

or simply sce the magnificent views from 

Mount Hermon. A visit to the Golan Heights 

is A great way to get away from summer in the city. 
By Bruce Temkin 
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SPECIAL GOLDEN AGE SUPPLEMENT: 15-18 


Editor: 
CARL 8CHAAG 


The Magazine welcomes letters. We regerve the right 
to edit letters for length and chy. Please addrese all 
correspondance to the Editor, The Magazine, The 


oolale Editor §=— Jerusalam Post, P.O. Box 81, Jerusalem 91000, or 
“FERN ALLEN by e-mall: mal: jpraag @eronet.co, Π 
An Director: ence must include a street address. 
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PERSONAL TOUCH 

It is with interest that I read the 
crilicism of Avraham Burg’s 
appointment as head of the Jewish 
Agency (Letters, July 7). 

I would like to suggest, 
however, that perhaps it takes a 
person like Burg, without a string 
of academic qualifications, to 
understand the problems of new 
immigrants, most of whom are 
ordinary people. 

My husband and I are South 
Africans who, due to the incorrect 
advice given to us by our aliya 
organization, have had to face an 
unnecessary multitude of problems. 

Tn the year since our arrival, we 
have run the length and breadth of 
Israel's bureaucracy, approaching 
numerous officials at every level. 

So far, Avraham Burg has been 
the only one to reply fo our 
correspondence personally and, 
while nothing positive has 
materialized yel, he is the 
exception among numerous 
“better” qualified individuals from 
whom we haven't received so 
much as 8 flicker of 
acknowledgment. 

Sharon Brodovchy 
Ashkefon 


VENERABLE INSTITUTIONS 
As one who worked in the Jewish 
Agency in London in the 
traumatic years from the end of 
World War II unti] 1949, during 
which time the State of Israel was 
established, I should like to 
remind Avraham Burg that had it 
not been for the World Zionist 
Organization and the Jewish 

ὡς ane ὦ he might not be sitting 
where'he is today (“New Age 
Revolutionary,” June 23). 

It was in large part due to the 
efforts of these two organizations 
that the State of Israel was 
established at all. He should not 
be in too much of a hur 
dismantle venerable institutions; 


02] they auill haye their part to play. 


This country and (he Diaspora are 
mutually interdependent and will 
probably remain so for many 

ears [0 come. 

eana Whine 
Kfar Sava 


MULTI-DISCIPLINED 
THINKERS 

Mordechai Beck’s perceptive 
review (“A New Beginning,” June 
23) of Aviva Gottleib Zornberg's 
Genesis: The Beginning of Desire 
unfortunately includes — as does the 
book jacket itself ~ a too-facile 
comparison of the author with 
Nehama Leibowitz. While both 
these remarkable women are Torah 
teachers par excellence whose public 
classes are truly cultural “events,” 
the projects they so brilliantly 
develop are, in fact, quite diverse. 

Leibowitz systematically paves 
paths for the modern mind through 
the dense traditional interplay of 
Torah and commentary. Zornberg 
juxtaposes Torah thought with 
contemporary thought to create a 
modern, even post-modern, genre 
of midrash. Both are multi- 
disciptined thinkers of keen 
psychological insight, but one 
bores down into the many-sided 
p'shat of Torah, while the other 
files out on the wings of midrash. 

Leibowitz is rigorously rational, 
tightening thought; Zornberg is 
richly associative, loosening 
imagination. Leibowitz ts the 
ultimate pedagogue, the master 
facilitator deftly enabling Torah and 
commentators to speak with their 
startling immediacy. Zomberg 
speaks for herself, the poet and philo- 
sopher, inviting us to “eavesdrop” 
on her exquisitely personal response 
to the dialogue of life and text, 

Since, in addition to their 
different agendas, neither woman 
intends a feminist statement by 
her work, comparing their 
contributions by the lowest 
common denominator of gender 
does a disservice to both. 

That being said however, it is 
certainly noteworthy that the 
person who has done the most to 
broaden the study of Torah and 
commentary in the 20th century is 
& woman, and that it is now 
another woman who is charting 
new directions for Torah thought 
in the coming century. 

Interestingly too, both women 
took the same path of combining 
intensive Jewish source sludy with 
academic lilerary discipline to 


produce their fruitful and exciling 
syntheses. Il whets the appelite for 
further Jewish cultural leaps, now 
that Women are beginning to apply 
their intelligence and Sensitivity to 
Talmud and Jewish law as well, 
Ben and Judy Hollander 
Jerusalem 


CREDIT THAT WAS 
MISSING 

I would like to point out an 
unfortunate omission in Cecil 
Bloom’s review of A Book That 
Was Lost and Other Stories by 
S.Y. Agnon (“Agnon’s Lonely 
People,” June 23). 

No mention was made of the 
enlightening work, of Anne 
Gotomb Hoffman and Alan Mintz, 
the two editors of the anthology, 

The editors’ introduction and 
notes for each section of their selec- 
tion of stories are most important 
and valuable for the American 
reader unfamiliar with Agnon’s 
mystical and enigmatic art. 

Rita Robinson 
Tel Aviy 


WASTED WORDS 
AND SPACE 
I can’t understand why, each 
week, half a page is devoted to the 
meaning of a word — I’m perfectly 
happy to learn a new word “- on 
one line (“Mivchan America’i”). 
Why read incorrect definitions? I, 
like others, refer only to the 
correct answer. 

There must be more relevant 
material to fill up a page. 
L. Beame 
Jerusatem 


WRONG YEAR 

Twice in her article (“Guard Our 
Tongue,” May 26,) Netty C. Gross 
mentions that the Hebrew Writers’ 
Association was founded by Haim 
Nahman Bialik in 1937. 

Bialik, our national poet, died in 
1934, so the founding of that 
association must have taken place 
in a different year. 

Y. Nathan 

Haifa 

Editor’s note: The Hebrew 
Writers’ Association was founded 
by Bialik in 7920. 
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A survey of the National Insurance Institute's ΠΝ of Health Fund members, published in "Yediot Aharonot" 
("Mammon" supplement} on 4.7.95 shows: 


Kupat Holim Meuhedet is 
Israel's leading Health Fund! 


Analysis of the record shows that Meuhedet’s advantages make it the most altractive Health Fund to new members. 
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OUT THERE 


{A childless vacation =: while we are both sitting down i things. All I want to see is my 


didn't hug her on the spot? Of 
| course we should clo it. Call her 
| now, before she talks to somebody, 
before she changes her mind.” 


i 
| 
complete stranger?” | 
“Well, Abra is nol cxactly a 
stranger,” I said, sensing my wife 
| weakening. “You have known her | 
i 
| 


i ξ and having an uninterrupted i pillow, an air condilioner and Jay = In (act, they only left me once, 
= sonra ΜΠ i conversation has ἃ certain appeal. ἰ Leno. That's a vacation.” ἐ when I was well into my teens, 
165 συ I couldn't believe the naivele οἱ { The thought was intoxicating. [ Until then, the only time either 
iBy Herb Keinon | someone who suggested {hal we ξ Just me and the missus. Like A | parent slept away from home was 
᾿ i was in our twenties. Like it wi : 

A friend of ours recently offered j be in our one hes ae or 

my wile and me a gift many { pouting, no whining ors outing. | 
| parents only dream about: a couple eves. Be, ah 2 ehh No diapers to change, no drinks to 
| of nights away from the children. — | εὖ ὌΝ {) + | | get, πὸ homework to haggle over. 
1 “You guys go ahead,” she told sf ; ee i Amazing. H 
} my wile one day. “Ill stay with i Until we started to factor inthe ὁ 
| the kids.” : I guilt | 
+ “Should we do it?" my wife | 
| asked when she cme home. | i “I DON’T know,” my wife said 
| “Should we take her up on her | one night as we were discussing 
? offer?” where to go. “Is it right to leave 

“Whatddaya nuts!" | suid. “You : | an 18-month-old baby with a 


It’s not that — heaven forfend — 
we don't love and adore the kids. 
Tt’s not thal we don’i ove 

i spending every waking hour with 
i them. It’s just that afler six years 


for 15 years.” 

“I know,” she responded, “but 
you know what I mean. Your 
parents wouldn't have left you at 
thal age.” 

She had a point. 


take the two days and go camping 
al Horshai Tal. 

“Whaddaya nuts,” | said, 
perfecting that phrase. “It’s hot 
7 and three chilcren, the prospect of there. You got to walk around. 


when my mother was in the 
hospital. 

The idea of taking a vacation 
without my sister and me just 
never occurred to my folks. It 
would have been like asking my 


sleeping till nine, cating together | You got to work. You got to see My parents wouldn’t have 
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mom to fix the roof, or m 
bake a cake. σῶν 
I remember asking my mother 
about this once, as we were all 
packed into the car driving ~ and 
quarreling — from Colorado to 
California. “Honey,” she said, 
“without you guys it wouldn’t be a 
vacation.” | believe she believed it 
“Thanks, ma,” I’m sure | said, 


NOW, HOWEVER, that 
sentiment gnaws at me, makes me 
uneasy, pricks me with pangs of 
conscience. You sce, I just don't 
share it. 

In my jaundiced, perhaps selfish 
eyes, a vacation is precisely 
getting away from the kids, It’s 
getting away from having to serve 
anybody, do anything. It’s 
freedom from exertion, 
aggravation, tension. This apple 
has fallen far from the tree. 

The seeds of my mother's 
sentiments were planted in me, 
but they didn’t bear any fruit. I 
felt guilt, but it’s a guilt I can live 
with. I feel guilty about a lot of 
things, and live with it perfectly, 

I did spend precious vacation | 
time wondering why my parents 
could never leave me, while I have 
no problem temporarily 
abandoning my littie ones, Maybe 
it’s becuuse my folks only had two | 
kids. Or because my sister and I 
were well behaved. Or because we 
live in a generation in which 
childless vacations are more 
readily accepted, mure common. 


. Whatever the reason, the guilt 


| 

| 

i 

i 

| 
stayed in my mind. I didn’t act 
on it: . : | 
Ι 

| 

i 
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NOT SO ny wife. She suffered. 
For two weeks she slaved getting 
the house, and Abra, ready for 
those two days. Sho had to feel 
that she was not being a neglectful 
mother. 

Arrangements had to be made, 
rides organized, food cooked, 
clothes set out, notes written. 
Nothing was lefi to chance. Every 
detail was taken care of. The house 
was 50 Clean I hated to leave. 

The kids, for their part, could i 
not have cared less. They saw it as 
an opportunity to weasel a few 
more scraps of junk food out of 
our friend. To watch mare 
television. To stay up later. 

Which added to the guilt. Why 
were they accepting our absence 
so readily? What were we doing 
wrong? Where had we failed? 

The two days passed in 
uneventful bliss. Except for one 
event that will be a constant 
reminder of the time we 
abandoned home. 

Our firstborn — the boy over 
whom we kvelled when he 
sneezed his first sneeze, 
scratched his first itch, took his 
first step — lost his first tooth. 
And we missed it. 

The tooth fairy, instead of 
slipping a shekel underneath his 
pillow, was self-indulgently 
sipping a daquiri around a 
swimming pool: O, wicked fates! 
Someone will surely be scarred by 
this for life. What's not clear is 


“whether it will be him, or us. 
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all over the world 


anies, restaurants, theaters, and many other businesses all welcome 

eae ἐπὲ π᾿ ard. You can withdraw local currency simply and with no fuss from ener 
and thousands of ATMs (autontatic teller machines) and bask branches all over the world. With "VISA Cre , 
you can pay for your VISA purchases abroad in easy payments. You can also use the VISA cupinge tak ce 
to make international and local calls from any telephone: in comfort, and with significant savings. Wherever 
you are in the world, VISA is your passport to better secarity comfort and service. | 
@ More than 400 million people around the world Φ VISA is accepted in 350,000 bank branches 

are VISA cardholders. | in 187 countries. or fees 
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iFindi ng her lost { collage industry, never involving | manager Hanna ee 

i more than six or seven kibbutz Avrahami first merged the two 
ΠΡΟ Leper laa ry members, who produced a limited fuctorics into “Saphirim Rahav,” 
i quantity of silver jowelry strictly and then embarked on an 

iBy Sue Fishkaff for the local market, Every year, aggressive expori campaign that 
j the kibbulz management debated shot the business’s revenues 
iNadine Avrahami doesn't like to 

jwear jewelry. That might not be 


sky-high. 
From a business that brought in 
i surprising, unless you happen to 
iknow that Avrahami is the 


barely $150,000 five years ago, she | : 
and Loubaton created a million- 


aie PHILIPS ETTE Ι 
{manner of a jewelry factory thal : i dollar operation that exports : ee 2 ee ΚΕ Grecia re ἢ 
tlast year added more than 8] 6 : ‘+ : jewelry to Europe, North and : δ : 
imillion to the coffers of Kibbutz : ᾿ 
iRevadim. 


For our Interview, however, 
Avrahami sports a pair of silver . 
earrings, in which ancient Jewish 
coins have been set, and a large 
bracelet of Roman glass. The blue 
and yellow colors sparkle 
brilliantly in the sliver of antique 
glass, which is so delicate to be 


Avraham, 50, is ἃ large, strong- 
jlooking woman who speaks her 
{mind plainly. A schoolteacher by 
i profession, with two children aged 
116 and 18, she served as the 
lkibhutz gencral manager before 
ibeing brought in four years ago to 
Erescue Revadim’s faltering 

jewelry factory. 

In 1983, two Revadim girls fresh 

Ι. pout of the army slarted making 

; :jewclry as a hobby. They used 

synthetic stones made of 
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almost transparent, 
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a: ΄ ἠὲ THE TECHNIQUE of blowing 
glass was first invented in the 
eastern Mediterranean in the first 
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: whether or not to close it down. century CE, replacing the older, 

j petroleum, left over from a failed In 1989, the kibbutz opened a more cumbersome methods of 
Ι! kibbutz industry from the 1970s, wedding-ring factory. This cutting and building glass vessels ; 
: [8πὦ set them in intricate silver business did quite well right from { by hand. Erctz Yisrael was a 


Settings. When the Ieflover stones ἰ the slart, fast eclipsing the more —_| center of glass- -blowing in Roman, 
{ran oul, the young designers began} esoteric Roman glass creations in | and later Byzantine, times, and 


| using antique glass fragments ferms of financial returns, much of the glass used in : 
i dating back to the Roman empire, In January 1991, the kibbutz Revadim’s jewelry comes from 
which they bonght from local asked Avrahami to manage both | newly unearthed archeological 
ὶ | merchants who obtained them from ἔ factories. “I quickly realized the | sites in Israel, Syria and Jordan. ore ΤῊΣ ; Οὐ The Micropolitan Opens The Metrapaditans Qhegg ἈΝ 
: | archeological digs jewelry had great potential,” she The blown glass was Originally Nadine Avrahami recognized the potential of antique jewelry. me το OE MATES gh ' 
| The business remained asmall | says. Together with marketing transparent, and of a blue or FE 
i greenish hue. The delicate glass mother, who was a feminist before { wartime comrades, containing her ae 
‘GGve Racine oo fragments developed a rich, ihe word existed,” she says. father’s 1986 obituary. At ry N EW TIT LES : 
sc Ε Ν EA N Dp HEARD -- a * multicolored patina — the result of | Avrahami's mother fought inthe | Avrahami knew his name and his : ae 
ee t+ 2,000 years of oxidation and French Resistance during the history: He was a leader ofthe | MANUEL DE FALLA CECILIA B ARTOLI-A Portralt LA TRAVIATA: PAVAROTIT AND LEVINE. Ἢ ᾿ν» 
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i me o power in 1977. This political 
iain Fed a pent-up Israeli appetite 
for capitalism as well as the slomach for 
some serious social climbing. 

According to Dr. Oz Almog, a cultural 
sociologist who has studied the new 
sabra,” and who is currently writing a book 
on the changes reflected in society via a 
study of emergent architecture: "The 
development of snobbery is a very impor- 
tant sociological point. The cracks in the 
Israeli class system which sought for so 


ARE THEY SNOBS, OR JUST RICH? 


Wis immigrants cite distaste for the snobbery in thelr 
native Jewish communities as a reason for moving here. 
Although many arrive like shipwrecked Huguenots in search of 
refuge from the tyranny of snobbery, they aren’t willing to forgo 
the gilded instruments of torture: luxurious homes, expensive cars 
and housekeepers from the Philippines and Guatemala. - 

“Some of my religious clients,” says a Jerusalem architect on the 
condition of anonymity, “have put mikves in their own homes like 


earih where scholarship is still vencrated, still respected as a 
premium human value. All those Jerusalem professors with funny 
little hats really do set the tone here.” 

Has she tried to break into Isracti society? 

“No,” says Levin. “1 wouldn't know an Israeli society figure or a 
socialite if I crashed into her on the street. 1 don’t know what or 
who to break into. I’ve seen Israeli women with dark sunglasses 
and red lipstick driving Volvos but I have no idea who they are.” 
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Snobbery has come 
out of the closet 
and is no longer the 
preserve of the elite. 


By Netty C. Gross 


n the periphery of an 
emereid-green Kfar 
Shmaryahu lawn and 
parallel to an oval 
swimming pool, a short, 
bald man is giving a lec- 
ture in Hebrew on the 
challenge of laying a 
clay icnnis court on the topsoil of what 
was once a polate field. Listening to him, 
as waiters circulate with trays filled with 
miniature quiches, are clusters of his 
friends -- mostly high-powered lawyers 
and businessmen — their wives and an 
African ambassador. 

The purpose of the party? The host is 
celebrating a financial coup — the estab- 
lishment of an overseas investment group 
intent on sinking mega-millions into 
choice Israeli high-tech firms. In the 
meantime a whate universe of polished 
and expensive footwear ~ brown loafers, 
ornate wing tips, leather flats, boots, slilet- 
tos — is sinking into the mud. 

‘T had to fly this consultant from 
Wimbledon,” the host drones on. The 
faces of his guests are bright with a mix- 
ture of pain and expectation characteristic 
of such situations. 

“These potatoes kept popping out of the 
ground and they kept breaking up the 
court. Ruti was going nuts. Finally George 
Soros suggested calling Wimbiedon.” 

At the mention of the name Soros, the 
international financier who, in wortd 
financial markets, has attained the author- 
ity of a god, the eyes of the guests narrow 
in talmudiec concentration, Does this mean 
thal Soros is involved.in his fund? The air 
thickens with a mix of anxiety and antici- 
pation typical of the first hour of a high- 
school dance. 

This is a party like many parties in Kfar 
Shmaryahu where starry business deals and 
vivid pleasure principles are fused. The 


invoked a great deal of criticism for her 


guests, like relatives suffering the table talk 
of a very wealthy and chaity relative, dig 
their heels in the ground. They are acutely 
aware of the potential deal to be cut, the 
magnitude of which will redeem the humil- 


iation of listening to the host. 


A thin blonde woman then blurts out in 
whiny high-pitched Hebrew, “It’s exactly 
what I had when I dug my pool in 


Cacsarea. 


Her comment is met with stares and a 
rolling of the oyes; she is, after all, a very 
silly woman. Is she not aware that, by com- 
paring her pedestrian pool ordeal with that 
of the host's complicated clay tennis court, 
she is putting herself on par with him, with 


someone who chats with George Soros? 


“What are you talking about, Orit?” 
snarls her husband loudly. “Our pool was 


nothing compared to his tennis court.” 


A‘ American immigrant appears at ἃ 
Jerusalem synagogue favored by 
Orthodox couples, many of whom are aca- 
demicians. The occasion is her first foray 
into the unknowable local Shabbat morm- 


ing synagogue scene. To signal her arrival, 
she has selected a low-key navy-blue 
Ralph Lauren linen dress with calibrated 
naulical straw fedora, pumps and a truly 
modest amount of Donna Karan costume 
jewelry. 

By contrast, the congregants exude the 
“shlump” chic typical of a certain class of 
haute Jerusalemites. They resemble mod- 
ern-day Calvinists who have given up the 
evils of the flesh for a pure diet of ideas. 
The women tend to dress in a sartorial 
slyle which might be pegged as early 
Stalinist - a no-nonsense grab bag of poly- 
ester skirts and blouses, scarves, hals and 
sensible shoes. 

This is not to say there are no snobs, it’s 
just that the currency Is not in designer 
clothes, The otherness of the situation 
strikes the American immigrant as 
remarkable, even alien. 

“Who are you?” asks an Israeli woman 
finally. 

The immigrant mentions her name, 
adding with goofy benevolence, “And 
who are you?” 

“Me?” sniffs the Israeli woman. Her 
tongue Hngers on the rolling r’s as she 
says, “I am dor shmini ba’aretz [an 
cighth-generation, Israeli}.” 


cra Weizmann, wife of the country's 


first president, was quite possibly. 


Israel's first conspicuous snob. 

In the 1940s she set the standard for 
flaunting one’s superiority by closeting 
herself in her regal Rehovot villa with her 
pet schnauzer. In truth, the first lady, who 
wouldn’t deign to speak Hebrew and 


haute British behavior, may have been not 
so much 8 snob but merely someone ahead 
of her time. 

There have always been two distinct 
types of snobs in Israel: one whose conde- 
scension toward ofhers came from finen- 
cial superiority, and one who had preten- 
sions to being from a better class. Vera 
Weizmann, like many social predators in 
today’s high society, epitomized both 
sorts. Her elitist airs sprang from a preoc- 
cupation with both money and class and 
an awareness of the social power created 
in the fusion of both elements. 

“The cream stays on top,” shrugs one 
arch Tel Aviv socialite when asked her 
opinion on just who is considered to be 
high sociely today. 

Snobbery in this country is no longer 
the patrimony of a handful of ancien- 
régime figures. Far from it. It’s Jong been 
democratized. 

“IE you’re a nobody from let's say, 
Peoria, Illinois, and you want to break 
into Israeli high society, you can,” 
according to veteran Tel Aviv publicist 
Bella Diamond (who today handles the 

public relations for a major cosmetics 
firm). “It’s nat a closed type of thing as it 
might be in Paris where you have to be the 
daughter of some marquis. 

“In Israel, all you need is ἃ lot of money; 
a nice villa in one of the big three cities — 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv or Haifa ~ and one, or 
better even two, friends who are... the 
movilim [movers and shakers] of Israeli 
society; [and] someone who is willing to 
shlepp you along to parties until people 
nolice how charming and flush with 
money you are and then start inviting you 
all on your own. Of course this means (hat 
you can’t have the personality of a sack of 
potatoes.” 

Who could be considered to be an ade- 
quate movil? 

“Well if it’s someone like [jewelry 
designer and socialite] Ilana Gur, who 
runs a sort of Frerfch salon and has homes 
all over the world, that could be an excel- 
lent start,” says Diamond. 

Or you could hire someone like Roni 
Rahav, 32, the country’s top publicist (Lea 


Rabin is a client) to sort things out. But he 
might not accept you because, by all 
accounts, he knows a zillion people who 
have a million dollars. 

Or there is the intravenous approach, 
According to a Jerusalem socialite, “you 
can drop a $20,000 gift at the Israel] 
Museum acquisitions department for 
openers and then see how the invitations 
roll in. 1 think a cail from [museum direc. 
tor] Martin Weyl to come over for drinks 
with him and Tami, his wife, might fol- 
low. It’s certainly possible. Also the Bible 
Lands Museum which is newer and has 
less cachet, is an excellent place to drop 
cash in exchange for some action.” 

Hanging out at chichi restaurants like 
the Olympia in Tel Aviv where Lea Rabin 
— in the manner of New York socialites at 
Madison Avenue’s Le Cirque — had her set 
table (untit a recent tiff with the owners) is 
no guarantee of anything. With the prolif- 
eration of utterly swanky restaurants, 
things have changed drastically since the 
famous cafeteria underneath the National 
Library (which closed 10 years ago) was a 
watering hole for upwardly mobile types 
like the current mayors of Jerusalem and 
Tel Aviv, Ehud Olmert and Ronni Milo, 
arms dealer David Kolitz, socialite Ronit 
Jaglom, philosopher Avi Ravitzky and 
hundreds of others who are today at the 
vorlex of the ever-churning social scene. 

What if you have no money but have 
keen social aspirations, a reasonable 
wardrobe and a peppy, well-spoken mien? 
Greer Fay Cashman, who writes the 
“Grapevine” column for The Jerusalem 
Post, says you might be able to elbow your 
way into society by “doing the most hated 

job of all in socicty — selling tickets to an 
annual benefit.” 

For example, Cashman says 4 thoughtful 
phone call to a friendly Jerusalem socialite 
like Devora Rejwan with an offer to vol- 
unieer selling tickets for her favorite 
cause, LIBI (the Fund for Strengthening 
Isracl’s Defense) might do the trick. 


- postwar immigrants and native 
Israelis who soaked up the egalitarian 
canon of Zionism, being a snob requires 
the unthinkable -- a certain emotional inde- 
pendence from the hevre (the crowd) and 
an inner freedom to shamelessly run abead 
of the pack. It requires brandishing status 


‘symbols while the kids with whom you 


grew up, and served in the army, p 

al their own fixed imperturbable rate. _ 
Local sociologists lie the legitimizalion 

of snobbery to the development of the nou- 

veau riche class which sprung up after the 


long to preach the message of oneness, are 
clearly visible. We are increasingly search- 
ing for distinctions from one another; for 
reasons to differentiate ourselves from our 
bors. 

“ie started out,” he notes, “as a fervent- 
ly socialist society, to the extent that even 
those who had money and symbols of sta- 
tus were careful not to flaunt them. The 
official word was to downplay, not accen- 
tuate, class differences. 

“The orientation was anti-decadent, a 
yeneration — as far as the sabra went — of 
simplicity, as though that reflected a great 
truth, a greater honesty. In the 1930s, the 
whole world was doing the foxtrot. 
Women here didn’t wear lipstick.” 

Although Almog suggests that there 
might actually be something inherently 
Jewish in all this modesty, ultimately 
Israelis have a “suffering culture” for rea- 
sons of their own. 

“Judaism is not a culture of icons as 
Christianity is, rather it's a culture of spir- 
ituality. Even the archetype Jewish rich 
man of prewar Europe was not the sort 
who would flaunt wealth excessively. 

“But above all, it's been the years and 
years of wars which have contributed a 
sense of both solidarity and guili to the 
Israeli psyche; the notion that it’s not right 
to sit in your Jacuzzi while your friend or 
neighbor is boiling in Gaza on reserve duly, 
or worse — is wounded or dead; (hal the way 
to advertise wealth or abundance is to share, 
to donate, to be of help in some way.” 

Almog believes that emergent snobbery 
has its roots in wo phenomena. “Firstly, we 
have become a moneyed society with morc 
than one generation of accumulated wealth 
in many cases. This means that a lot of peo- 
ple have had money for ycars and there's 
less of a need to be self-conscious about il. 
You can allow yourself to be more extro- 
verted with your siatus symbols. 

“Second, there is a legitimization of indi- 
vidualism which dicin’t exist in Israel 20 
years ago, before the Likud came to power. 
Egocentrism has come out of the closet, so 
fo speak, and thus the Isracli says to him- 
self, ‘Not only am I allowed to show off, ] 
must.’ 

“Today, collective goals such as nalion- 
alism and patriotism are out. Personal 
achievement is in. And there's practically 
ἃ Calvinist twist to it. If I’ve made il, says 
the Israeli to himself, then I’ve really and 


truly fulfilled my personal goals and satis- 
fied the reason God pul me on the planet.” 


1" the trickle of pre-state snobs has 
turned into a jam-packed superhigh- 


afterlife fantasy. : 


᾿ But does this constitute snobbery? 


nothing to.do with snobbery.” . 
_ Kau 


they are Open fo all types of | 


way of Isracli elitists. When Yerushalayim 
society columnist and businesswoman 
Michal Isaacs ticks off a breakdown of 
high-society groups in Jerusalem, il sounds 
a bit like the repetitive child’s game “One- 
potato, two-potato.” But undoubtedly 
when standing all together, these people 
would be a masterpiece, the Sistine Chapel 
of our social set. : 
“There’s old money and new money, 
begins Isaacs. “Old academe and new acad- 
eme; government; the old Sephardi scene 
and the new people scene; the medical 
scene; the military scene; the media scene. 
{n Tel Aviv, you have to factor in the indus- 
trialist scene; the banking and finance 
scene; the diplomatic corps scene; the arly 
and literary scene; the model and starlet and 
singer scene; the muscum scene...” 
According to Isaacs, at any decent private 
party hold in either Jerusalem or Tel Aviv, 
the social cocktail must include at least five 
members of any of the above mentioned 


the Jewish aristocracy did during the time of the Second Temple. I 
think this is definitely thed in with some sort of ultimate Jewish 


- “Most of my clients [who] have weallhy parents or simply assets 
‘abroad come here with lsts: they want Villeroy-Bosch toilets, 
Poggenpohl kitchens, Sub-zero refrigerators.” io ΤΑ 


Dr. Randy Kaufman, a social psychologist who fins studied. 
‘Western immigrant groups in Israel, says no,.“So what if Weslern 
‘jmmigranta need, for whatever. reason, to maintain a level of” - 
᾿ familiar, even excessive; material comfort? It's what's cohtral to 
maintaining their identity and jt's what they are used to. This has . 


an argues that “there's a beautiful story here. Western 
immigrants come here with profound idealistic values’ and as such 
lis. From the social point of view, 
: they dre moving to Israel of 1950 ‘and they relish the notion of - 
social égalitatianism. Right off the airplane, they'll strike up 
friendships with taxi drivers, wilh hotel bellboys,” ΄ 

"1 remember,” observes Allison Levin, a psychiatric social worker 
and Orthodox Jew from Los Angeles, “a math professor moved into 
a very expensive home in a neighborhood [here] where a modest ' 
place could go for $500,000, At synagogue, instead of praying, 
people were calculating how might he afford it — being a professor. 

“The obsession with money and status,” she says, “was a big 
turn-off for me in the US. I have no idea what goes on in Tel 
Aviv, bul Jerusalem is, 1 think, one of the few Jewish cities on 


groups. Is there a religious scene? “Having 
[Ashkenazi Chief] Rabbi Lau show up at a 
party never hurts,” she observes. 

Bella Diamond is insistent that she 
would never invite a religious figure of any 
sort to any social event in Tel Aviv. “The 
models are half naked; the food is treif. No 
way. It can only mean problems. Religious 
types don’t belong there.” 

Besides private parties, there are a 
numbing amount of functions to attend. 
Innumerable charity events, often in the 
formal of a fashion show, swamp Israeli 
five-star hotels each week. These occa- 
sions vie for the presence of the rich, the 
famous and the politically, artistically and 
socially connected. 

Whatever the country's historic psycho- 
socialist limitations, Israelis are fully up to 
appreciating all the structural rules and 
complexities of snobbery, and all the intrl- 
cacies of social wining and dining it 
involves. ; 

The playing field is still relatively new 
and uncertain. Real ties to the country’s 
socialist and Zionist roots, and the army 
melting pot experience, inhibit the degree 
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“A large haredi family needs ἃ, dining rodm with a:big table’ «°, . 
because that Is where-they 68} ‘where they study Torah Netbing 2 
good happens fix a miodern living room, People 31 
opposite ¢ach ofher with empty faces and gossip, Ὁ 
eyes wander, become enyious,-Haredim don't socialize.in the: '. " 
conventional Western sense by Inviting other couples; with 4: ." ὅς 
Scotch in ong hand and a ciggretis In another. This gertainly linite: Ὁ 
opportunities for spcial snobbery.”: si a i Ὁ 

And in Bnei Brak? ἢ 

“There might be more money 


Kaufman believes the Western immigrant's idyllic view begina 
to ebb “after he’s realized what q tight-knit soctety Israel isand τὸ 
how deadly margiriality can be. But after he’s built his casile and"; 
gotten a job, most Western αἱ πὶ remain contentedly in their social ει 
group unless they have a particular social goal in mind. 1 don't . . 
, _ think they plot of ways to get invited to Dudy ‘Topaz's party for οἰ 
' -Gila Almagor.or that sorkofthing® ὁ. ς΄ ΠΟ ὉΠ Ὁ ὙΠ 
One prominent haredi rabbi sald there fs no snobbery, in harodi - 
circles for a.slmple reason}-harédihi ἐπ Jeriisaleni doy 
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of social ruthlessness which characterizes 
the New York, London or Paris society 
scenes. Yet Israclis have developed major 
snob expertise of their own. 

It has its own Aeimishe aspects. The way 
the society columnists and gossip writers 
describe it, navigaling the arctic waters of 
the local high socicty requires a knowledge 
of Bonfire of the Vanities. 

“On July 23, Nagwa and Mohammed 
Bassiouny [the Egyptian ambassador and 
his wife] are having their annual Egyptian 
Independence Day party,” says Diamond. 
“Nagwa is a major socicty figure in Israel 
on everybody's guest list. About 1,000 
invitations are sent out to the who's who of 
Israeli society. 

“Honestly,” she says with hushed con- 
cern, “I know people who didn’t gel an 
invitation and frankly, they called me up — 
they weren't ashamed — and said, ‘Help me 
get an invitation to Basslouny's party. 
Please, I can’t bear it.’ And I do. Why? 
Because maybe last month when I 
launched a new perfume at the Hilton or 
somewhere 1 invited them and they came.” 

Why did she need them there? 

“Because,” says Diamond, “they are part 
of the movers and shakers. That is, maybe 
it’s a socialite or maybe it’s a businessman 
or a lawyer. In any case they attract the 
attention of the media which have, in my 
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in Boel Brak = event in sections © 
of Jerusalem. The preoccupation with money and ils esteem asa ᾿- 
value has, ‘iafbrinataly, infiltrated many haredi cipcles. [ think ©" 
this is imported from America, from Antwerp and other places 
where there is a great deal of moriey and competition. I heard a 
couple of haredim from Brooklyn bragging lb each other about 
how many human-hair wigs each of their’ 
horrifying tome. Ascandal.” ὁ. ta 
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for some blurb in the newspaper, 

The phenomenon of “power Couples” js 
well known in Jerusalem. An invitation 
from attorneys Tami and Yehuda Raveh can 
be critical to a social climber OF arriviste 
(She’s the daughter of Eichmann Prosecutor 
Gideon Hausner and a former head of the 
powerful office which handles zoning 
issues in the Jerusalem municipality: he’s 
got ἃ substantial Jerusalem law practice and 
is a major Israc] Museum big wheel.) 

“Before you start pestering people for 
invitations,” advises Isaaca, “it's best to 
know what you are hoping to achieve, You 
have to ask yourself: With whom am I try- 
ing to network? Social, political or busi- 
ness types?” 


know Gush Dan like the 
palm of my hand,” says 
Uri Bazaz, as we turn the 
corer of Ibn Gubirol 
Street last Friday night on 
our way toward the Tel 
Aviv Cinemathegue. 
“There isl an alleyway 
fom Peuh Tikva to Netanya 1 don't 
ae 45, ix a burly guy with a smiling, 
open face. He is ene of more thin 300 dri- 
vers working for the Kastel taxt company, 
the lurgest cab operation in the country, 
which owns 280 cabs. Born ins Iraq, he 
arived here with his purents at the age of 
10. He's been plying the streets of Tel 
Aviv for 25 years, and says he's seen 
everylhing the cily has to offer. 

Hanging one elbow casually oul the 
window and barely (Capping the sleering 
wheel with his right forefinger, Bazaz 
midges his white Opel contidently around 
alight curve. [t's ΤΊ p.m., and the streets 
of central Tel Aviv are filled with the 
after-dinner crowd. 

“After 25 years, | can drive on automat- 
ic," he says. Baziz is a talkative guy who 
wanns up easily to strangers, the kind of 
driver who has you spilling your lile story 
minutes after you step intu his cab. 

“J love to laugh and joke with people,” 
he suys. “It makes the time puss more 
quickly, From my first day on the job, they 
told me it's not enough to he a guod dri- 
ver, You have to be τ PR expert, some- 
times even an actur. You have to be 


issuing more than 1,600 new numbers by 
the end of the year, but, he says, il’s 
Cuatch-22 situation. Mare uixis mean more 
vehicles on the coud, which will further 
snarl the traffic and make passengers even 
Invre angry, he says, 

Taal numbers cost a dot ef ineney. 
According to the Tel Aviv branch of the 
National ‘Tuxi Drivers Association, the 
going price for a number is $80,000, 
Numbers are often passed on from Juther ta 
son, much like liquor licenses, and can 
either be used of rented oul to other drivers. 

Bazuaz, like 2,000 of the country's dri- 
vers, has a rented number, paying $600 a 
month te the widow of a calleague who 
inherited her hushand's number, Very few 
women drive cabs in Tel Aviv, Bazaz esti- 

> Tales (heir number at five or six, all wives 
of drivers, who take out the curs on alt- 
hours 10 supplement the family income. 

Buzaz used to own his own number, bit 
sold it six years ago to try his hand as a 
small business owner. The business fal- 
tered, and he’s now back on the road. hop- 
ing to buy τι number in the next round of 
ministry hand-outs, The $600 monthly 
rentul fee, plus the $200 [τὸ he pays 
monthly to Kaste! for its dispatcher ser- 
vice, adds up to a hefty everheud. 


A STATUS SYMBOL CALLED ‘YICHUS’ 


Aiton austere cultura! habits may inhibit a real outbreak of 
snobbery in haredi circles, elitism exists, cloaked in a concept 
known as yichus, a word which has come to denote one's Family 
pedigree. The cream stays on top in haredi circles too. 

For example several months ago, more than 4,000 festively 
dressed haredi women flooded the mammoth celebration marking 
the circumcision of the first grandson of the Belz Rebbe, Aaron 
Rokeach. Of these, about 30 were given seats of honor on the dais. 

These women constiluied the elite of Belz society. They were 
elther relatives of the baby's parents, wives of prominent Belz 
rabbis and functionaries, headmistresses of various Belz schools, or 
all three. 

“In the hassidic courts,” says Dr. EHsheva Sofer, an 


that after she became strictly observant, she was warned by 
“someone who had gone a similar route, that, with the exception of 
the Lubavitch, haredim as such would never accept me into their 
families because { have zero yichus. My father was Jewishly 
ignorant; my mother had never gone to the mikve, which meant 
that I wasn't conceived in purity and wasn’t a ‘kosher’ child,” 
Levitt says that a haredi matchmaker she consulted came up with 
three potential suitors: “a cripple, a widower with nine children, 
and a German convert to Judaism whose father was a member of 
the SS.” 
According to Rabbi Israel Kichler, spokesman for the Belz rebbe 
and a popular defender of the haredi life-style, snobbery per ἐδ ig . 
deeply frowned upon in haredi circles, “It's a subject of derision,” 
anthropologist who has studied haredi women, “there [8 a real . _ . he says. “In the secular world, the value system is such thatthe : Are there triple-header parties at which 
conflict over snobbery. First there are many admonitions against: - more a man knows in any given field, the more elevated he ig by: .-] 8}} three elements are present? 
elitism, snobbery [and] vanity in Jewish texts. The Sage Hillel, we his peers and by soclety in general, . : το ταις δ νι “Absolutely,” says Davidovitch. “Take 
a6 tald, was a shoemaker, for example. Second, the hassidic °- - |. °# religious circles it’s exactly the opposile. The moro leartied‘a-. ἡ Zalman Shoval's party for [American 
movements |hemselves are populist in origin and to retain thelr. - “man may. be in Torah'knawledge, the more is his appreclation of . Ambassador] Martin Indyk which was an 
power must remain in close communion with the masses, _ .- modesty and humility, [The haredi] Rabbi'Eliashiv, waits in-line at} important invitation in the social realm of 
“Bul,” says Sofer, “in haredi circles ‘continuity’ is the magic... the grocery... behind children who'come to buy candy.” . ai"? ἢ things. {Shoval is married to a Wisso 
word and it’s considered part of a parent’s duty to engure thatthe 5 Eichler ays yichus ls ἃ very old concept in Jewish tradition"... {heiress and was ambassador to 
children have married well, that is, married someone with yichus.” ‘which has nothing to do'with snobbery. Abraham; says Eighler, :“°: - Washington during the Shamir govern- 
What exactly constitutes yichus? - ες το, . Sent {πὸ servant Eliezer to check out Rebecca’s sultability.for hig’. ment.] I would say 10 percent of the guests 
. “In theory, someone with yichus is from ἃ family of Scholarsand ‘son, 8880. °° yds ΕΞ were Shoval’s inner circle of personal 
pious men and women: The old hassidic formula of marrying off friends. And the rest were corporate and 
the wealthy man’s daughter to the brilliant Torah scholar is still'a chamber of commerce types [such as] the 
primary one, Necdless to say, proximity to the rebbe himself fs. chairman of the New Israeli Opera. 
definitely a value.” .. a ee There’s a lot of overlapping. The common 
Jessica Levill, a Hebrew University student from ‘Boston, says denominators are money and power.” 
Not all Israelis in the upper echelons can 
be spotted at starry society fandangos. 
Gottex head Yehudit Gottfried is reportedly 
very low-key and doesn't accept many invi- 


“It comes from a legitimate responsibility to make sure one’s. : | 

- Child marties’s person edycated in the ways of the Torah. Thgt’s °°” 
not to say {hat the culture of money-as-the-most-important value: - 

᾿ hasn’t seeped Into the haredi world. It has, and that's bay τ : 
. ; ia Ze _ : ws CG. 


t's midnight, and Bazuz gets a call on 
the two-way to pick up au fare in Tzahala 
- ἃ group of girls headed for a nightclub 
on Rehov Hainusger in south Tel Aviv. 
Hamasger is the street where cabbic 
Avraham Davidi's body was found two 


opinion, playcd a large role in all of this. 
So why wouldn't they have received an 
invitation to Bassiouny's parly? Put it this 


is based on the miraculous balance of rock- 
solid Jewish principles (which have tradi- 
lionally produced a ton of brilliant profes- 


What about Likud leader Binyamin 
Netanyahu? 
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way: They should have been invited.” 

Diamond takcs the position thal, although 
she’s acting out of self-interest, she may 
also be performing a service for the tem- 
porarily nouveau-out socialites, Maybe 
they're nol quite so “hot” anymore? 

She treats the subject so solemnly that 
she nearly exposes ils absurdity. “For 
some people, when the invitations stop 
coniing, it's Death Valley because they are 
the types who have to know that they are at 
the top. That's just the way God made 
them. They need to believe they are part of 
high society. It's part of ihe way they 
define themselves. And why shouldn’t ὦ 
help them if T could?” 

But Diamond also observes that “Israclis 
aré nolorious snobs even though there's a 
real taboo in admiiting it to the Revre. And 
this is because there is total hypocrisy on 
the issue of class differences. 

“In France, for example, a top military 
guy will never sit next to his army driver, 
who most probably will be a guy from a 
lower class or maybe even originally from 
Spain or Portugal. In Israel, the opposite is 
the case, 

“In France, a maid will address her 
employer with ‘madame,’ always. In 
Isrrel, ἃ maid will walk in and say, ‘Hey, 
ahlan... how are you?’ And you will invite 
her to family events. But here the line is 
drawn: never to social events,” 

Michal Isaacs suggests that il's cliquish- 
ness rather than snobbishness which drives 
the Isracl! social climber to constantly 
redefine his/her worth by reappearing at 
chic parties and important social events, 

“People want to be part of what they 
consider ‘high society.’ They want to see 
and be seen In the company of-those at the 
top of the social pecking order until {t's 
assumed by members of the press nnd the 


public in general that they aze part of the 


Social scene.” 
. And if you are not invited? - 

“You'll be insulted,” says Isaacs. “And 
how. | would say 90 percent of the society 
personalities who appear in my column do 
80 at their own initialive. That is, they will 
notify me of their whereabouts because 
their name in my column keeps them 
Socially afloat” 2 | | ἐπα, 


Ὁ} ποθι publicist Sarah Davidoyitch, 
known as Saraleh, is a soclety chroni- 
cler on: par with New York's Cindy 
Adams or Suzy Knickerbocker, The volu- 


_ ~~ ble and merry Davidovitch describes a har- 


monioys. little high soclety whose success 


[10° rie BRUSALEM Post MAGAZINE 


sors, lawyers and doctors) and the help- 
lessly gushing talent Israelis have for mak- 
ing money. 

“The doctors you must have at your 
parly,” she announces, “can either be 
Professors [Arie] Durst or Dani 
Rachmielevitch or [Joseph] Shenker or 
Dani Weinstein.” Curiously, Durst, Shenker 
and Weinstein are all gynecologists. 

“In Jerusalem,” she says, “it’s crucial to 
have at least one of them because everyone 
respecis them enormously. And they are 
big draws. 

“People from the business world who are 
essential are people in finance, lke Mati 
Davidovitch [her husband], Moshe Dovrat, 
and then some of (he samech-tets.” (These 
Hebrew initials, which stand for sephardi 
tahor -- of pure Sephardi origin ~ are used 
by the city’s Sephardi grandees.) 

“There's [bakery mogul} Danny Angel, 
and the oil guy -- Joe Elmaleh, who bought 
the Nargileh restaurants, And then there 
are the building contractors, the brothers 
Yona for example. Mordecai and Yehuda 
are always great to have. Everyone con- 
tributes to the atmosphere.” Ὁ 

Is there one single person who can turn 
heads, who can catapull a party from the 
banal to snob stratosphere? 

“Just the prime minister,” har- 
rumphs Saraleh, “and his wife. Not 
or his wife, I stress. That's it. If you 
have a party and Yitzhak Rabin 
walks in, it’s an instant ‘in,’ It cat- 
apults the party. It’s a firecracker, 
You've arrived, You're made,” 


“Bibi, davka, no,” she says, giving no 
explanation. 

Often the success of certain events, such 
as the opening of an upscale restaurant, 
hinges on the participation of a personality 
such as Davidoviich to deploy the socially 
and politically wired. The participants at 
the event then hecome the perfect emis- 
saries of the restaurant’s missionary vision 
of being a hangout of the rich, famous and 
politically well connected. 

Those from areas like Mevasseret Zion 
and Arnona give the restaurant its critical 
mass of diners, and make up for the slen- 
der socialites who can linger for hours 
poking at a tomato and black coffee, 

Occasionally, Davidovitch will team up 
with Etty Shansky, who writes the sociely 
column for ndex, “They literally fall all 
over you with invitations,” notes one 
Jerusalem society watcher. “It’s through 
them that someone could conceivably 
break in with someone like Dani 
Rachmielevitch.” 


Another example of the media’s virtual 
crealion of a social butterfly is Tavaleh ~ 
eccentric Tel Aviv boutique-owner Tova 
Hassin -- whose name frequently appears 
in society columns in what amounts to a 
sort of barter arrangement: she supplies a 
juicy tidbit about a customer in exchange 


tations. WIZO head Raya Jaglom appears 
frequently and is considered by society 
writers to be something of a quasi-diplomat. 

“Then you have the case of someone like 
Shulamit Shamir,” says one of the colum- 
nists, “the wife of former prime minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, who dropped like a stone 
socially after her husband ἰδῆ! office. Plop.” 


Β΄. Oz Almog believes Israeli society is 
in a state of what sociologists refer to 
as anomie, a sort of social vacuum. 

“We are developing a new ethos in this 
country. There’s a large new middle class; 
there’s a vigorous legitimization of con- 
sumerism. And yet there are still elements 
from our old structure which may indicate 
that much of the social snobbery we see in 
this country is artificial; the army, which 
throws men and women of every different 
social class together; our religion and our 
common Jewish identity which promotes 
classic themes like [ihe ethic attributed to 
Rabbi Akiva] ‘love your neighbor as you 
love yourself." We are still trying to pre- 
Serve ourselves as a community and define 
ourselves less as a society. 

“There are no real stars in this country,” 
continues Almog, “even a media star lik 
[ITV anchorman] Haim Yavin, is eccessi- 
ble [and] can be seen at a local cafe, 

“Nor is there a private school system in 
Isracl like Eton in Britain. Ail these 
considerations, however, are riddled with 
cracks. In fact, Israeli parents are increas- 
ingly pushing for separate educational 
Streams. People increasingly want to live 
in private, landscaped communities.” 

Although Almog believes that the “state 
of war we have lived in provided a sort of 
social glue,” he says (hat “only time will 
tell to what extent that will dissipate. 
And.., there is, perhaps for the first time in 
this country’s history, a total breakdown in 
communication between the political, cul- 
tural and social elite, which is left-wing 
and upper class, and the right wing, which 
is far more populist and lower class.” 
᾿ Will the peace process affect the status 
of snobbery in Israel? Will Suha and 
Yasser Arafat soon be part of the social 


‘and politically correct cocktail circuit? 


Bella Diamond sniffs. “Why not? I am 
totally apolitical and I would welcome any 
of them. I would love to have Hanan 
Ashrawi or the Arafats over to some social 
event, If they would come. Honestly, why 
not the Arafats? If they are good eno 
for Yitzhak Rabin, they’re good enough 
for- me. I would say to them, Shalom 
Aleichem.” " 


friendly with everyone. 

“I don’t fight with my passengers. No 
one leaves my cab unhappy.” 

Bazaz usually doesn't work the Friday 
night shift. He prefers to spend it at home 
in Petah Tikva with his wife, playing cards 
with their friends. 

But, he notes, on any given Friday night, 
more than half the drivers who work for 
Kasiel are oul on the streets. You make 
more money at night, he points out. The 
fares are 25 percent higher, and the lack of 
waffic means you can zip around faster 
between destinations. But 
it's hell on 4 man’s family 
life, which is why night duty 
is fobbed off on the drivers 
with least seniority. 

“These guys never sve their 
wife and kids," he explains. 
"A guy gets home at 6 a.m, at 
the end of a 12-hour shift and 
crawls inty bed as his wife is 
gelling up to go ἰὼ work. 
They're lucky if they have 
Shabbat together, At least 
my car belongs to me, and 1 work days, so 
[can see my family at night.” 

Bazaz's usual shift is 4 um. to 4 p.m., 
Sunday through Thursday, plus Saturday 
moming. He usually gives the cab to his 
23-yerr-old son Saturday afternoons, so 

young man can pick up some extra 
money. “Why should he have to work as a 
Walter, for tips, when I can help him out?” 

explains, 
Driving cabs has become much tougher 
hese past two or three years, he says. “I 
never used to work Shabbat or holidays. 
~~ years ago, we worked 10-hour 
shifis, five days a week. But the fares 
haven't gone up, the traffic is worse, and 
We have to work longer hours to make up 
the difference," 

Bazaz notes that in the past few years 
bus fares in Tel Aviv have doubled. The 
“ost-of-living index has increased, as have 
84s and maintenance costs. But even after 
lls week's 6.25% rate hike, a cab ride sti 
starts off at NIS 5.60. “Instead of striking 


or better pay, we just started adding on. 
epi {0 our workweek. We're hanging on 


rleeth.” 
κων to this are the increasing dungers 
hold-ups, Or worse. In the Jast [8 
Months, six drivers have been murdered 
d the wheel], 


AU.11:30, Bazaz picks up his first fare 


‘the . Cinema 


m their home in Cape Town, South 


theque — Liz and Peter . 
ἐὰν 8b elegantly dressed couple on-hol- ἢ 


‘After 25 years, | can drive on automatic.’ 


Uri-Bazaz has been driving a 
Tel Aviv cab for 25 years. 
Last Friday night, one wide-awake 
reporter went along for the ride. 


By Sue Fishkoff 


Africa. They're on their way back to the 
Ramada Hotel after dinner with friends. — 

“Thank goodness we got this cab,” Liz 
sighs. “We ordered 1 about an hour ago, 
but the dispatcher said there were no Cars. 
Tourists should be = to order a cab as 
suon as they get to the restaurant. 

Bazaz docs thein off at the Ramada. A 
young American tourist Jeans into the cab 
window, a worried expression on her face. 
“Will you go by the comer of Yehuda 
Hamaccabi Street, and look for my 
friends?” she asks desperately. “They 
can't get a cab, and they’ve been stranded 
there for an hour and a half.” 

Can she call to sce whether they're still 


- wailing? Bazaz asks in halting English. 


No, she doesn’t know exactly where they 


are. There might be three or four, or even 


five people, she’s not sure. Couldn't 
Boar coin by and pick then: up in two 
shifts? Bazaz declines politely and heads 


back to Rehov Hayarkon. 

“I feel bad for her, but I can’t babysit her 
friends,” he says. “People ask me to do. that 
all the time, and when you get there, 
they've already found another cab, It’s too 
risky.” 
The lack of cabs in the city is a major 
problem, he admits. “Passengers get real 
angry when they cail.and there are no 
cabs. But there are no cabs because the 
whole country is taking cabs now. The 
ministry has to give out more numbers.” 

According to the Transport Ministry, 


which issues the “green numbers” that . 


cabbies raust post on their hood, there are 
10,000 licensed taxi drivers‘in the-country. 
Nearly -half work in the greater Tel Aviv 
area. But that’s still not enough to serve 
the growing number of people who would 


_ rather call a cab than brave the congestion 


of the city streets themselves, ~ 
Sats: octet that the ministry will be 


; 
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weeks citlier, slumped over his steering 
wheel with a knife in his buck, His killers 
have not been found, but tlk around the 
station is that drug money was involved. 

“Our work is much more dangerous 
today,” Bazaz says with a sigh. “In the 
past weck, three drivers have been held up 
with guns to their heads, in Ramat 
Hasharon, Givat Shmuel snd downtown 
Tel Aviv. All in the middle of the day!" 

Bazaz minimizes the danger by picking 
up as few passengers as he can from the 
sireet. He prefers to take fares that call into 

the dispatcher. “But at the 
end of the night, there's real- 
ly no choice,” he notes. “We 
have to cruise the streets.” 

According to the law, cab- 
drivers may not refuse a 
fare. But all drivers have 
their own method of picking 
and choosing which passen- 
gers to take. IF it’s late at 
night, and someone is flag- 
ging him down, Bazaz starts 
flashing his headlights from 

a distance, to get a good Jook at the per- 
son’s face. If he looks drunk or stoned, 
Bazaz doesn’t even slow down. 

Sill, with hundreds of passengers a 
week, he can't always avoid trouble. 
Plenty of times, he’s taken addicts to dark 
alleys where they buy drugs. Rehov 
Hamasger is 8 particularly rough area, 
especially late at night when ihe clubs pet 
out and hordes of drunk kids are clamor- 
ing to go home, Many times people mn 
out of the cab without paying. Rather than 
fight with an addled brain, Bazaz just 
wishes these folks good night. 

“Sure, I've had incidents,” he admits. 
“But I always manage to talk my way out 
of them. My mouth is my best weapon.” 

Once, he picked up three men late at 
night who wanted to go to the Magen 
David Adom in Ramat Gan, “They were 
addicts, probably going to pick up their 
supply [of methadone],” he notes. “I drove 
them there as fast as [ could, and waited 
for them to get out so I could drive away. 
But one guy stayed in the cab, so I had to 
wail. 

“When we got back to Te] Aviv, I asked 
for NIS 20, even though it was at least a 
NIS 50 ride. One of them said he thought 
that was a lot. I got the hint, and didn’t 
take any money. I even gave him NiS 10 
to buy cigarettes. 

“In these cases, you have to be a diplo- 
That. What did the 50 shekels hurt me? If 
I'd fought with him, it would have cost me 
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a lot more.” 

The prostitutes are less trouble. Bazaz 
holds up a roll of toilet paper he keeps 
under his sent. “That's for mopping up 
after them,” he explains. 


t 12:15, we pick up the Tzahala fare -- 

ree high-school girls, dolled up for an 

evening on the town. “We're going to Cat 

Ballou,” says Liron Goldman, 17, “We wish 

we could drive ourselves instead of taking a 

cab, but we can’t get our licenses for anoth- 
er six months. Taxis are so expensive!” 

The girls say they aren’t frightened to 
lake cabs late at night from Hamasger, 
despite the killing two weeks earlier, “We 
always travel in a group,” Goldman 
explains, 

Bazaz spends the rest of the ride telling 
the girls how to deal with a driver who 
doesn't pul on the meter, and then over- 
charges. “Pay the bill, take his number, 
and call the station," he advises. “The dri- 
ver will be hauled into court and he'll have 
to pay a NIS 200 fine, It's just the new dri- 
vers who da it; once you're in court, you 
never do it again,” 

At 12:30, Bazaz drops the girls outside 
Cat Ballou, The street is pulsing with tech- 
no music, and half-drunk young couples 
elutch at each other, propped up uncertain- 
ly against parked cars. “Listen, girls, take 
your telecard and call the dispatcher when 
you're ready to leave,” Bazaz suggests 
firmly. “We'll get you home safely,” 

As we drive away, Bazaz, shakes his 
head. “They*ll bée heading home at 4 a.m. 
At their age, I-had to be.home by 10 p.m. 
And { was ἃ boy, 

“Those are good girls, from good fami- 
lies, They're a.Jot better quality than the 
boys who hang out in those clubs. 1 never 
have’ trouble with the Tzahala crowd, 
They're nice kids.” ee 

Αἱ 12:40, we pick up Melly Shamir at the 
comer ‘of ‘Rothschild Blvd. He’s on his: 
way to Ramat Aviv Gimmel, to pick up.a 
date, Where are the.couple headed? “To 
bed, l hope,” he jokes, 


ΕΝ Shamir and Bazaz hit it off immediately, : 


and are trading stories as we shoot up the 
Ayalon, Shamir is a diamond dealer who 
oe) owns homes in Te! Aviv and Manhattan.. 
‘os. δον Dressed smartly in a blue shirt. and 
phen he looks much younger than his 


‘| tove to laugh and joke with psople. It makes the time pass more quickly.’ 


. “A decade from-now, people will . 


‘50 
bs fiving.to 120, no problerp,”-he-states, =~.’ 
By 1 aim. we're in Ramat Aviv,‘ and - 
- A Shémir, and Bazaz. are, beat ‘buddies, 
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“Listen, wait for me downstairs, and you'll 
be my driver for the night," Shamir sug- 
gesis. “Drinks on me.” 

Bazaz declines, explaining that he 
promised this reporter a “typical” Friday 
night ride with a wide spectrum of 
passengers, 

“Pm a wide spectrum all by myself,” 
Shamir protests, as his girlfriend, clad in 
see-through black bellbottoms, clambers 
into the back seat, She reeks of watermel- 
on-scented perfume, 

“Have you been eating watermelon?” 
Shamir asks her sharply. She grumbles, 
We drop them at a members-only club at 
the north end of Dizengoff. “They don’t let 
everyone in,” Shamir notes. “Just 
Ashkenazim.” 

“You sure you won't join us?” he asks 
again, as he hands Bazaz a $100 bill, 
Bazaz makes change, smiles and waves 
him off. “That happens a lot," Bazaz says. 


I've had incidents, but I always manage to talk my way out of them.’ 


“IFT hit it off with someone, they invite me 
to pubs with them. You never know who 
will get in your cab.” 


A 1:45 am., Bazaz is sitting at the 
Rosh Ehad cafe on north Dizengoff, 
trading stories with a group of drivers. 
What do cabbies talk about when they get 
together? Their passengers, mostly. 

“I had a fare to the airport the other day,” 
says David Britki, a cabble for the past 22 
years. “The fare is NIS 55. So he wants me 
to knock off NIS 5. I said, ‘You just spent 
hundreds of dollars to fly abroad, and 
you're arguing with me over NIS 57 You 
should be ashamed!’ ” The guys all shake 
their heads, 

Talk turns to the dangers of the job. 
None of these drivers favor the many safe- 
ty measures proposed by the Transport 
Ministry. They reserve particular venom 
for the “alarm caps” that became obliga- 


L 
; 
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tory last year following the 

Netunyu cabdriver Derek Roth, pte ει 
driver in trouble uctivates two little he 
lights attached to the left side of his hood 

“it's completely useless,” Britki mutters 
“It costs us each ΝΙΝ 800, and ἢ isn't 
worth a grush. It just pul NIS 8 million ints 
one guy's pockel.” 

A group of drivers did an informal eXner- 
iment recently, where they drove around for 
heurs with the alarm lights uctivated, No 
one paid any attention, Bazaz SiLYS, 

They don't like the idea of a bulletproof 
partition belween the driver and pussen- 
#ers, either. 

“I's not esthetic,” Bazaz complains. “It 
would be totally depressing to sit all day in 
front of that partition.” 

None of the group carries a gun, despite 
the recommendation of the National Taxi 
Drivers Association. And they laugh at the 
idea of self-defense courses sponsored by 
the Ministry Transport. 

So what would make them feel safer? 
Most of them liked the idea of an alarm 
button connected to the police station, 
which would pinpoint their location imme- 
diately. “If he [Davidi] had had one of 
those, police would have heen there in sec- 
onds,” avers Ari Sapir, a driver with 24 
years’ experience. 

But really, they say, it’s a matter of luck 
and sharp instincts. And despite the dan- 
gers and the loneliness, they all prefer the 
night shifts. 

“The people at night are nicer,” Bazaz 
explains, “They're more generous. During 
the day the rides are all from one office to 
another — lawyers, secretaries, and they all 
want receipts for a NIS 10 ride. They're 
always late, they have appointments across 
town, they want you to drive faster, and all 
the time they’re grumbling in the back seat, 

“At night, people aren't under such pres- 
sure, They're out to have a good time, 
they’re going home from concerts or par- 
ties. They’re in a good mood, and that 
keeps me in a good mood." 

“I'd like to see [Police Minister Moshe] 
Shahal sit in a cab for three hours during 
the morning rush hour in Tel Aviv, and see 
how he likes it,” chimes in Britki, 


y 3 am., Bazaz is back behind the 
wheel, on his way to south Tel Aviv, He 
picks up a man headed to Molhiver Street 
The fare comes to NIS 11.70, but the guy 
doesn’t have the 70 agorot. “That's OK," 
Bazaz says. “Just give me the NIS 11." 
Afterwards, Bazaz grumbles loudly. “It's 
always that way. All day long, I take off a 
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shekel here, a hulf shekel there, rounding 
down the fares. But God forbid I should 
ever (ry to round a fare up to the nearest 
shekeli And I'm responsible for the sum 
on the meter al the end of the diy.” 

Passing back through the Carnicl 
Markel, Baziak rescues a young couple 
whose Fiat is just being towed away, its 
front right fender budly erushed. They usk 
to be driven to Ramat Gun. 

The man is shaken, and angry. “Thal guy 
came out of nowhere,” he explodes. “I 
siopped at the sign, and went real slow, but 
he came charging oul of that alley without 
looking. And the annoying thing is, I work 
as a driver!” 

“You had a stop sign,” Bazaz says. 
“Then you’re al fault, no matter how fast 
he was going.” 

“Then 1 should tell the police I'm 
responsible?" the young min querics 
angrily. “No, don’t he ridiculous,” Bazaz 
cautions. “Just describe exactly what fiap- 
pened. Only the facts, Don't add extra 
information -- il can only burt you.” 

“Listen, you can’t fight this guy in court, 
so you might as well cut your losses,” he 
says as he drops off the couple at their 
home. “Just be thankful you walked away 
in one piece.” 

By now it's 3:30, and Bazaz is feeling 
the effects of Ihe past 4% hours. He worked 
the night before until 2 a.m., slept until 5 
a.o., then headed back for a morning shift 
that ended in the carly aflernoon with a 
fore to Goliani Junction in Galilee. After a 
few hours’ sleep, he was back behind the 
wheel by 8 p.m. 

Reaching into the glove compartment, he 
pulls out a bottle of raw puaana pills, and 
pops one in his mouth. “It's natural ener- 
gy.” he explains. “All the guys carry them. 
It gives you a buast when your eyes are 
closing.” 

Turning into Carlebach Street, Buzaz 
heads for the lop of [lerzl Street, an area 
that has spawned ἃ half-dozen new clubs in 
the past season. 

“Want to sce where our children are?” he 
asks, as he pulls up at the corner of Herzl 
Street, There, along the sidewalks outside 
the clubs, and on the prassy divider in the 
middle of the street, huddle dozens of 
bedraggled (cenagers. 

“They come here every Friday night, but 
they don't have enough money to get into 
the clubs,” he explains. “So they sit out- 
side, wander around, and then at 4 or 5 in 
the morning they somehow manage lo get 
home. Then they tell all their friends what 
ἢ great night they had, so they can Jook like 
big shots.” 

"The kids are my favorite passengers. 


Pays attention, 


' 8561}} doesn’t mean a thing.” .- 


leenage passengers on Junuary 9, 1994. 


Ministry. 


involved. 


other channels. 


hands,” she vows. 


Every driver will tell you that. Sure, we 
have problems with kids sometimes, but 
that's where we make our fares at night. At 
this hour, it's just the kids and the clubs.” 

By now we're at the corner of Allenby 
heading north on Rehoy Hayarkon. Bazaz 
slows down for a group of four tecnage 
boys. “How much to take us to Ramat 
Gan?” one asks. He looks then) over care- 
fully. “Six shekels each,” he states firmly. 
They pile in the back seat, looking decid- 
edly rumpled. 

“What have you boys been up lo?” he 
asks, They look at each other quietly, until 
one mumbles, “Drinking a little. Mostly 


put any fuith in the electronic cap. “No one | 
% states Tel Aviv driver David Britki, “You 
1 68n drive around for hours with the red lights flashing, - 
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.. At the beginning of 1995, the ministry budgeted more. Apropo 
; than NIS 1 million toward the instaljation of-rigid plastle 


ει, Pattilions between the driver and passedger seats of the 

. Couniry's taxicabs. Ministry assistant spokesman Avnet 
Vadia says the ministry has offered to pay Half the © ". 1 ᾿.} 

1’ NIS 2,000 cast for each driver who wishes to install the 
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WIDOWS SEEK 
COMPENSATION 


G" Roth still lives in the spacious Netanya seafront apartment she and her 
husband Derek moved Into shortly befure he was brutully murdered by twa 


But at the end of this month, she and her two daughters will move intw a 
much smaller, government-subsidized apartment assigned her by the Housing 


“It's not at all suitable for us, bul I can't afford any more,” says Rath, wha 
works for minimum wages in a sewing factory to supplement the NIS 890 
monthly payments she receives from the Nationa! Insurance Instituic. Derek, a 
cabbie with a Herzliya station, had no pension and no savings. 

On June 30, Tel Aviv cab driver Avraham Davidi was knifed to death on the 
job; his body was left slumped over the wheel in a south Tel Aviv 
neighborhood. He was the sixth cabbie murdered in the past 18 months, ina 
Spree that began with Roth's death. Three of the six deaths have been chalked 
up to nationalist motives; two were criminal cases, and the Davidi murder has 
nol yct been solved, although the police helieve nationalist molives were not 


“I thought, enough is enough,” Roth says. She went to Davidi's funeral and 
mel his widow, Tzipors. “I saw to my sorrow, that she was in the same situation 
Tam,” Roth says. “She has nothing ta live on besides her National tnsurance 
[Institute] payments. [ told her, we can’t be silent any longer.” 

The two women appeured the following Sunday on the New Evening 
television talk show, appealing for more protection for cab drivers aud calling 
for the creation of a national organization to help widows uf slain drivers. 

“The stale doesn't recognize us, because we're nelther war widows nour 
widows of terrorist incidents," Roth explains. "We get no special compensallon. 
But we're in the same financial straits.” 

Roth says that she and the other widows favor installing bulletproof partitions 
in the country’s taxicabs, “like they do in New York.” 

On July 10, Roth appealed to the Knesset Labor and Social Alfairs 
Committee and asked former chairman MK Amir Peretz, now head of the 
Histadrut trade union department, for his support in creating such an 
organization. Davidi did nat accompany Rath ta the Knesset meetings. “She's 
tuo wiped amt by her husband’s murder,” Roth explains. 

Roth says that Peretz pledged his help, bul she’s continuing her efforts via 


“Something must be dane or we, the widows, will take matters inlo our own 
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just walking around. None of the pubs will 
let us in.” 

“You look like good boys, why are you 
hanging, around this arca?” Bozaz asks, 
pointing to the pecp shows down the street. 
“Why don’t you stay home and put on a 
good video?” 

“All week long we do that,” one of the 
boys protests. 

Sixteen-year-old Roi Leyy, wearing a 
green and white Meretz T-shirt, is bursting 
with questions. He thinks he might like to 
be a taxi driver one day, 

“Is it fun?” he asks excitedly. “I bet you 


-mect lots of interesting people all the time.” 


rf a 


“Sure | do, but it’s ΠΟΙ as glamorous as 
you think,” Bazaz cautions. “It might seem 
like fun onee or twice a week, bul night 
after night, everything loses its charm. 
Still, [do mect the whole world in my cab. 
One minile you can have a real sourpuss, 
and the next minute, a puy who'll talk your 
head off.” 

“I's pretly dangerous, isn’t it?" Levy 
continues. Bazaz shakes his head. “Look at 
you, 16 years old, and you go home at ' 
three in the morning without thinking 
twice. So why should I be scared? The 
media make if out to be worse than it is.” 

“So, you love your work, right?” Levy 
presses. "Ἴ don’t love it ur hate it,” Bazaz 
retorts. “It’s a job, and I do it well.” 

Bazaz drops Levy near his home, and 
heads back to Tel Aviv via Rehov 
Arlosoroff.. It's close to 4°a.m., and he 
cruises south on Dizengoff Sirect. Most of 
the restaurants are shuttered, and the few 
pedestrians strolling by look rather shady. 

“When | was 17, Friday night wasn't 
Friday night withoul ice cream on 
Dizengoff Street,” he says, smiling hroad- 
ly. “I'd sit with my friends in a cafe, tulk- 
ing and laughing together. Now, Dizengoff 
is empty. All the kids are in Lhe clubs. [t's 
just not the same.” 


t 4:30, Bazaz picks up his final fure of 

the night — two girls, tourists [rom 
Belgium, heading back to a Ben-Ychuda 
youth hostel after a night of dancing at 
Columbarium. 

“We didn’t go to pick anyone up,” insists 
Sharon Nidzinsky, a saciology student at 
the University of Brussels. “We have 
boyfriends back in Belgium. We just want- 
ed to go out and have a little fun. The 
Isracli puys ure handsome, but nich too 
snobbish.” 

The girls get out at their hostel, and a 
nervous, quite disheveled young man hur- 
ries up to Bazaz's window. 

“Where's the sherut to Jerusalem?” he 
shouts breathlessly. Bazaz looks at his 
watch in dismay. “At this hour?” He points 
the man toward the Central Bus Station, 
and drives on. 

“He'll have to sleep there until the 
Shabbat taxis start al 7 a.m.,” he says. 

The sircets of north Tel Aviv are quict at 
this hour, It’s a world away from the pul- 
sating beal of Rehov Hamasger and Herzl 
Street. All in all, it’s been a quict night, for 
which Bazaz is grateful. “It’s not always 
Itke this,” he notes darkly. 

By 5 a.m., he'll crawl into bed for a few 
hours’ sleep, before hitting the road again at 
10 o’clock. “E work hard,” he states. “Every 
extra hour is money in my pocket.” i 
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5 Bxclasive penthouse apartments 


ROUND 2 & IT'S LOOKING GREAT! 


Israel's Best Seashore Investment 
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GREAT LOCATION halfway between Haifa 
and Tel Aviv, on the Hadera seashore. 


Po F The, 


ASEA VIEW from each apartment, even those 
on the first floor. 
a 


A BEACH AT YOUR DOORSTEP and it's 

one of the most beautiful in Israel. 
ΝΟ πω" 

AN OUTDOOR TERRACE facing the sea. 


tte 


A SUCCESSFUL BUILDING PROJECT. 
alnios! ail the apartments of stage | are sold. 


* 2rooms:'77 sq. meters and up 
* 3 rooms: 105 sq. meters and up” 
* 4 rooms: about 120 sq, meters. 


10 REASONS 


~FOR PURCHASING 


1 # 


Fa: 10:90 am: - 2:0 βίη 88. 0290 aim, 4:90 pum. Csed on Monday. 


2 SNR Fe 


ATTRACTIVE PRICE per square meter: 


Patel αν 
wt 4: 4 


LARGE APARTMENTS of elther 2, 3 or 4 rooms, 
ideal for year-round living or as a vacation home, 


ia 
SHOPPING CENTER located in the building 
complex. 
BEAUTIFUL GARDEN on the grounds. 
en, 


_ SOUND COMPANIES stand behind this project. 
. Mivney Gazit (2000) Ltd. & Zaberko Ltd, are among 


Israels leading construction companies. 


Mivney Gazit (2000) Ltd. 
Zaberko Ltd, — 


a Head Office: 15 Hillel Yaffe, Hadera ' 
ae "Tek 06-333064 Fax. 06-342198 
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old to keep a pet? 

No. Not if age is 
the unly considera- 
tion. Naturally, if a 
person is too infirm 
to take care of a pet 
then that is another 
matier but this is a 
situation that might possibly arise 
at any age. Not only is age no bar- 
tier to keeping a pel but in fact 
rescarch has shown (hat il may be 
quite advantageous for older peo- 
ple to do so. 

We have always known that pets, 
be they dogs or cats, birds or fish, 
derived a great benefit from the 
attentions of a conscientious 
owner, but it is only in recent years 
that researchers have applied their 
skills to the relationships between 
people and their pets and have 
come up with some very clear find- 
ings. Put simply, elderly pet own- 
ers live longer and remain in better 
health than do their non pet keep- 
ing conlemporaries. 

Research done at Duke 
University in the US found that 
in a sludy of 100 people aged 65 
io 85, over a ten year period, 
those who kept pets paid more 
than one third less visits to the 
clinics or to their doctor and that 
over a period of 20 yonrs pet 
owners showed a 6-9 year advan-~ 
tage in longevity over the ones 
who kept no pets. 
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Pets for older people 


D’vora Ben Shaul 
maintains that age in itself 
is not a drawback 


Now some would say that this 
surely applies only to peaple who 
live alone bul that is not true. 
While it is known that elderly 
people with spouses live longer, 
even when correcting for this it 
found that elderly couples who 
kept pets still outpaced their pet- 
less contemporaries when it came 
to living longer. 

Other studies have also shown 
that cardiac palients who adopted 
A pet after thal first coronary lived 
an average of 5-7 years longer 
without further attacks than did 
patients at the same center who 
did not keep a pet. Not only did 
they Jive longer but they were 
more active and felt better. 

So the case for pet kecping 
seems fairly well established. 
Even so there are some very spe- 
cial considerations ‘o which an 
older person should give serious 
thought before deciding to keep a 
pel. The first consideraiion is past 
experience. If you have always 
had dogs and raised them yourself, 
and if you live on the ground floor 
where you don’t have to cope with 
stairs then you might opt for a 
puppy. This is all right for the 
experienced dog owner who will 
not have a hard time teaching the 
animal. But if you are a novice pet 
owner then you might consider an 
older animal that is already trained 
to walk on fead and to be clean in 
the house. 

Unless you understand and like 
cats I would not advise an elderly 
person to choose a feline as his or 
her first animal. Cats are, for some 
of us, the perfect companion but 
unless one is used to their ways 
they can be a problem since they 
are far less likely lo obey about 
climbing into your bed or jumping 
on a table than will a dog. ° 

Once a person has decided on a 
dog then it comes down to breed or 
size of dog, that’s entirely up to the 
owner but there are a few things it 
might pay to keep in mind. If one 
has a bad back and finds stooping 


difficult a small breed dog may be . 


the best. It is an easy matter to 
teach a dog to hop up onto a table 
or chair In order to get its leash 
snapped on or for grooming. In fact 
a small dog can get most of its 
grooming cither sitting In one’s lap 
or opposite a seated person. As for 
breeds, some dogs such as terriers 


are-far more active than others. : 
Soitie people like this, others find it 


a nuisance. The main thing js to 


match the person- 
ality of the pet to 
thal of the owner. 

Most _— people 
find that they do 
well to enlist an 
assistant when the 
dog needs a bath 
but in fact, dogs 
need far fewer baths than some 
think. A couple of times a year is 
plenty if the dog is regularly 
groomed, A good brushing will 
usually keep the dog in top order, 
and it is definitely worth taking 
advantage of available pel prod- 
ucts (hat make life easier includ- 
ing flea and tick collars, good 
grooming aids ele. 

It is also a good idea to try to 
choose a veterinary that lives 
within walking distance of your 
home. If this 15 not possible then 
try to gel your chosen animal 
doctor to agree to make an occa- 
Sional house call. You can take 
your dog on the bus and, accord- 
ing to the rules of the transport 
companies if a dog is leashed and 
muzzled and a fare is paid for it 
then it may ride. Some taxi dri- 
vers are wonderful about taking a 
passenger with a dog, others 
object. So be sure to speak with 
the dispatcher at the taxi station 
and explain (hat you are ordering 
a cab for yourself and your ani- 
mal. If you keep a cat then pro- 
vide yourself with a good carry- 
ing box that is essy to use. 

As a companion animal you cer- 
tainly will not want one that is 
constantly coming on heat if a 
fernale or going out on the tiles if 
a male, Kecp ἃ neutercd male -- a 
spayed female. This applies to 
dogs and to cats. You really don't 
want to deal with puppies or kit- 
tens do you? 

But most of all, you be the one 
who decides if you want to keep a 
pet. Many alder people want to 
have on animal compenion but 
their adult children who don’t 
even live with them discourage 
them, saying it “will be too hard 
on him or her.” 

Our children, with the best 
intentions, are often as over-pro- 
tective of us as we once were of 
them. You are the one who knows 
If it will be too much. 

The main consideration here is 
whether you want a companion 
animal. If so get one and enjoy it. 
Many say it has made a real dif- 
ference in their lives. One friend, 
in his eighties recently suffered 
the loss of his old dog that died 
simply of age. He went oul and 
bought himself a puppy. When 
people expressed amazement he 
sald, “well, dogs only: live about 
.12 years or so. When this one dies 
‘then 11 see {Τ᾿ πὸ too old to gét a 
new one.” a 
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Successful Aging ov 


Zipporah Porath has 
discovered that the best way is 
to do your own thing 


Hi SELF-CONFIDENT fifty?) Some of the guidelines she 
young woman leeturing on cited were: self-ucceplance, self- 
guidelines for successful aging — delerminition, self-erowth, self- 
Was quoting froma punelofexperts, — aulencuny — a great deal of self - 

᾿ Obviously, she hak had no personal and the need to think positively, 
experience to rely an, The platicude I listened with mixed feelings. | 
“Life Begins at Forty.” had grown wasn't sure what ‘snevessful’” iuging 
ald aoag with her aungience and Μὲ. meal - successful hy whose stin- 
i Was now declaring, “Life Begins dards? And iow could one have a 
Alter Sixty.” Whatever happened τὰ. pusitive self-image without the 
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esscntials: good health, good 
income, good family relations and a 
reliable support sysiem? How could 
one take those prerequisites for 
granted? While the speaker dis- 
cussed her guidelines, here's what 1 
was thinking... 

If you start with the assumption 
that you had better accept yourself 
as is, you may already be on a nega- 
tive course. You may have a distort- 
ed view of yourself in the first place. 
Possibly what kept you going was 
your refusal to accept yourself and 
your fractured view of.the world and 
the people around you. Give up your 
abiding hope that some small effort 
on your part could make a differ- 
ence and you might as well step off 
the planet. 

[ suspect one can only fantasize 
about self-determination. Something 
always gets in the way! With all the 
determination in the world, age may 
sap you of the energy and resilience 
to carry your plan to fruition: you 
just might self-destruct. But, of 
course, if you are determined to let 
nothing stop you, then set renlistic 


Never too old to have fun 


in mind, if you do a good job, your 
children, friends and neighbors will 
take you off their worry list. They 
are busy with their lives. You may 
see or hear very little of them — until 
the next emergency. Just don't 
count on them. Be prepared for dis- 
appointment, rejection, and isola- 
tion. In fact, the fewer your expecta- 
tions and demands, the quicker you 
will be on the road to real indepen- 
dence. Traveling that road may be 
rough going, as your skeleton 
shrinks and your feet collapse. 

But don’t despair. The good news 
is, if all your life you accepted 
whatever was dished out to you 
without losing your cool, your sense 
of proportion or your faith, and you 
got along nicely with everyone in 
your orbit, you will grow old grace- 
fully — you don't need tips for suc- 
cessful aging. 

If you never leamed to activate 
your ‘self,’ the tips may not help. 
The bottom line is, you will never 
know what you might or might not 
be capable of if you don't Iry. Be 
grateful that at this age you are 


your mark where you least expect it 
and surprise εἰ lot of people wha for- 
got that you still had it in you. 
Keep busy or not busy, That 
means do whatever you like whenev- 
er yout feel like it. Sleep tate if you 
want to and don’t feel guilty about it. 
Keep fit. If you never moved a 
muscle in that direction, start slow. I 
strongly recommend swimming. It 
beats a bathtub any time. Walking is 
good too. As for diet, listen to 
everyone's good advice and then do 
it your way ~ eat more or eat less, 
Keep your tongue and temper in 
check: say less than you are thinking. 
This may be extremely frustrating 
but it has its compensations. The 
effort at control cnn consume ἃ lot of 
unwanted calories! More so, if you 
try not to show what an effort it is. 
Keep your good memories on tap 
and your favorite photographs on 
the wall. Keep a good sense of 
humor, if you have one, but on a 
leash, like your dog on a walk. You 
never can tell who it may bite and 
what the repurcussions may be. 
Keep a smile on your face to greet 


Nofei Hasharon, the living center for the elderly, offers spacious 
two-room apartments, young-at-heart company and vibrant social 
activities. All these right in the center of Netanya. 
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OSE PEOPLE, especially 
Moers are sensitive to ape, 

cautions Chant Scligson of 
tie Eahima administration staff. 
Nevertheless, some veteran theater 
personalities talk frankly about 
rewards of the profession that con- 
linue int their golden years. 

“Memory has nothing to do with 
age," says Habimi trauper, Shimon 
Finkel, at close t 90, is currently 
appearing in Edmond Morris's The 
Wonden Bowl. Despite his age, 
Finkel continues to be in constant 
demand. Still romantic about his 
labor of lave in theater, he declares, 
“Theater and actor are a matter of 
matchmaking. Like lovers they huve 
to click. Otherwise, no match,” he 
cancludes 

Born in Russia, Finkel stucied 
drama with Max Reinhardt in 
Berlin. He played his first Hebrew- 
Speaking τοῖς when a company of 
Jewish acturs from Palestine came 
{9 perform there and subsequently 
took Finkel home with them. He 
returned tu Berlin from Palestine in 
1927 and joined Hubima, Louring the 
US with them before immigrating to 
whut was ta became the Jewish 
State. Besides acting, Finkel served 
as the company's arlistic director fur 
several ycars. 

Finkel has to his credit over 170 
leading rules in the Isracl theater 
which include that of Raskulnikov 
in Crime and Punishment, Shylock 
in The Merchant of Venice, King 
Lear, Peer Gynt, Tuvye, The 
Milkman, and more recently the 
Icud in the Habima production of 
The Dresser, 

Audiences marvel at Finkel’s 
mastery of difficult paris at his age 
and ask how does he do il. 

He has no iden, He says it's like 
asking which foot he puts forward 
first in walking and contemplating 
that he finds himself unable to walk 
at all. Still, he makes a stab at 
explaining, “It’s not a question of 

or bad memory. You either 
have memory or nol.” Fortunately, 
he has had a good memory from 
childkood and has he not noticed 
any change with advancing years. 
When he was younger, however, he 


admits, il was a cinch (to learn his‘ 


lines. Now, he has to like the role 
and when he doesn't, it takes a bit 
longer to learn it. That, however, 
docs no! mar his passionate love fot 
being on stage, he is quick to add. 

Finkel’s momory gets full play 
also in every conversation and his 
writing where he shows total recall, 
He is now working on his 12%h vol- 
ume“of memoirs in Hebrew, chroni- 
cling his career to date with reminis- 
cences of theaier greats he has 
known and played with. Finkel 
writes by hand and goes over every 
page of proofs himself. 

“The theater is my Ife," asseris 
Finkel’s much younger Habima col- 
teague, Ada Tal, now 72. “Bul,” she 
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-, Who still spends more time on stage 


-. - These days il is a bit harder for her 
ta] to learn her part, she. confesses, . 

ἐς “adding;'"I don’t push too hard 
3] undertake anything I feel is beyond 
ti] ᾿ mo. I often played the part of a much - 
zt 
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Ada Tail 


Yatfa Yarkonl 


Thespians say that age 
IS no impediment 


adds, “the moment | find I am not 
able to perform, I’m prepared to 
leave the stage.” That is obviously a 
‘long way off for the Habima veteran 


_ Diana Lerner 


elderly walk and behave and I tried 
to get inside to imagine how the 

thought and felt. I didn’t mind at ali, 
especially since I have a weakness 


than off. Nol that all of her roles arc 
exactly to her liking, she admits, but 
this is where being an experienced 
trouper comes in, she says, Now with them, They have seasoned wis- 
appearing ns Assunta in Tennessea dom which they gained with expcri- 
Williams’s Rose Tattoo, Tal had a ence and J appreciale that, 
long nin also as Anfissa in Chekov’s “Actually T don’t think about age. 
Three Sisters. I just live for the day and try to 
She also played the tile role in enjoy every minute of it! God helps 
Anna Frank, and had important — those who strive on so'if 1 wake up 
roles in Uncle Vanya,- Blood " in-the morning and find I can read, 
Wedding, the Camcri's The House - take a wall, meet friends, enjoy art, 
of Bernarda Alba end numerous perform my role on the stage, I feel 
other productions, =~ I’m ahead, The rest doesn’t count,” 
Ebulliont, witty, and outgoing, 
Ada Tal is onc of the most delightful 
to. people in ‘the Israel theater, col- 
, loagues say. take he 
Similar zest for living and passion. 
person and when I had to for work may also bs Orna Porat’s ° 


for her role. 


drop of makeup, Porat does nothi 


unger. 
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formances and founder of children’s 

_ theater here. Porat recently added 
Yiddish to her linguistio-collection 

for her role in the Yiddishspiel's 

Mirele Efros. Unfazed by the fact 

ΜΙ rd the greats in Yiddish. 

akne theatre’ performed the part before 
for elderly people and enjoy being —_ her, Porat'enters the role with gusto. 
While her knowlege of German 

helped her initially in learning 
Mama Loshen, it has also hindered 
her as she had to supress her instinc- 
tive pull to -her native tongue in 
order lo master the required Yiddish 


Still handsome at 70 without a 


. to camouflage her greying sali and 
Pepper shade of hair or hide ‘the 
character lines In her face, Her 
whirlwind activity to- which she - 
altributes her-youthfulness; iricludes - 

-. Swintming ἀπῆν, playlhp ‘tennis, 
attending’. Feldenkrais - ‘exercise 


τ τὰ hie neccessary. 

er credo to enjoy every mo 
for which God has sca her ac 
not fo waste time in Idle talk of 
dwelling on failures. She admits to 
having badly wanted two roles that 
she did no! get. They were Medea 
and Mother Courage, but her disap. 
pointment vanished when she was 
offered other roles she wanted as 
much, she recalls. 

“Don’t fester on failure. Go on lo 
the next thing,” she advises, "So 
what if a play is a flop? You get over 
it and put in your energy into what 
comes next.” 

Every age has a beauty of its own, 
Porat firmly believes, “In any case, 
I've always liked being with older 
people. Like old irees, they've 
weathered storms and the vicissi- 
tudes of nature and jearned to sur- 
vive. They are not bothered by petti- 
ness; theyre above it, 

“The secret is not to lose one's 
optimism,” Orna Porat emphasizes. 
“After all,” she muses, “isn’t it bet- 
ter to feel tired from running or 
working hard, than to fecl relaxed as 
a happy dolphin flapping in the 
ocean?” she asks rhetorically. 

Still going strong with no thought 
of retiring is Yosef Milo, founder of 
the Cameri Theater, who has no 
dearth of offers to appear on stage. 
He was recently seen in The Three 
Sisters ond is constantly considering 
new vehicles offered him. 

The same is true of Yossi Yadin, 
whose carect on the Israel stage 
spans almost hulf a century. The 
first Israeli-born actor here Yadin 
has played over 100 leading roles to 
date, and is not about to let up in an 
active carcer that began at an carly 


-age, before the birth of the State. 


Yadin admits to having always had 
to work hard learning his lines, 
“nothing to do with age,” but this 
has not staled his passionate love of 
his work. An infinitely versatile 
actor, he has played in Yair Agnon’s 
Tmol Shilshom, in Arthur Miller's 
Death of a Salesman and All My 
Sous, a revival of Pinter's The 
Homecoming and most recently, in 
Fleisher, Pollard, Mr. Halperin and 
Mr. Johnson. 

Being an actor is the most exclting 
life in the world, the 73 year-old vet- 
eran maintains. And certainly, 
retirement is not in his vocabulary, 
not for a long time, it is clear. 

A veteran performer in another 
field, singer Yoffa Yarkoni is ardent 
about kecping busy. She starts her 
round of activities at seven in the 
moming no matter how late her 
evening performances bring her 
back home. Nor have invitations to 
perform for audiences here or thase 
in all parts of the world diminished 
with time. When she hears people 
have been asking whether she is still 
around or is still singing, the enter- 
tainer, who began her career singing 
for soldiers while a signal corps 
operator during the War of 
Independence, quips, “Why should- 

be Ὡ 


n't I be? 


_ At 69, she is still graceful, youth- 
ful-looking, and able to render 900 
songs in seven or oe. eon Jan- 
uages by heart. She has reco 
67 long play records which she is 
now converting to compact disks 
and is constantly adding new music 
to her repetoire. 

When Interviewed she was 
rehearsing for a concert to accompa: 
ny children’s dances choreograph 
by Yonatan Carmon at the Festiv 
of Dance in Carmiel. 
-¥es,she.does have memory laps- 
es, she admits. Usually after an hour 
or two af singing an‘ all Spanish of 


Japanese program, when it is 
classes, reading, belng with friends,’ - f 


or her to remember even Hava 


ng theafer and rehearsing tire- Nagilla in the original Hebrew. Μ 
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The Jewlsh Calendar with 


A Timea to Sing and Dance 


from the Jewlsh Mlustrations from the Collaction of 
εν ihrer plenty of apace the Jewish Museum In Prague 
for appointments. Jewish and Stunning photographs of aoe. 
ἢ Gregorian dates, NYC candielighting palntinga and Hobargh aoe 
᾿ Umes. Twelva art plates of many iar a wiite-In reg ἡ 
= atylea, from Fi al Soyer to a τὰ pi a ee ty 
i unknown primitives. F 1 
peek ΣΙ ΒΡ ᾿ x 1 of Jewish holidays through 2001. 
; eam pric Nea μμμμυδυδϑνὴ ing 25 1/2 om Hx 88 cm 
lluminations: Arthur "s Haggadeh: i 
A Jewish Calendar (rom the Library of JP Price: NIS 42 
Congress. Plenty of room for gpa ci 
full explanation of each plate. 16 months, 1 


month per p . Size: 30.6 em x 33.5 cm 
{is 1/4" x ai 
P Price: NIS 42 
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ISRAEL: 1995-6 


ἘΠΌΘΕΙ ΕΝ οἵ Jerusalem 
Wikifiowe anoram 
peat ere Se ao 
r δι . 
Daron; roam er appoinmani: ανις man at poge. Sie: ἐδ απ 
ΒΒ, : 5 ᾿ ; 
ΠΤ oy ne τ JP Price: Ἐδοῖ NIS 39 


JP Price: NIS 29 
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Views of Jerusalem 


Β΄ Pfaloinof μοι 


: Psalms of David 
Reproductions from a handwritten 
* Illuminated minute Psalter on parchment 


ta a Ragan eel ro Wot 
m the ra : 
angles nowecsnoxroom tor = xaTemW (8 ἍΜ 10 δ᾽ 
ie ἀεϊρίᾳ αὶ cerry aa gael JP Price: ΝΙΒ 31 

etin ays, 12 months. Ξ 
21 om Hx 27 cm W (8 3/4" x 10 6/8") 
JP Prica: ΝΙΒ 28 
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ΣΝ ἊΝ Ma 
rasenting a new election of calendare for tha coming Jewish New Year; each auld Gragorian datas, 


ἣν ἦν "Ὠῤῥῥᾳϊπο of David iuminated’ “Ff - 


saneo bt oft reclplente! names and addrassas epparately’; |”. 


Far Jerusalem: laraall Artists 
Calendar 


Jerusalem, 
alntars. Size: 24 1 


(8 3/4" x 13 1/4") 
JP Price: NIS 31 
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12 paintings - In homage to 
ioeen. ᾿ “old masters” 8 Ba 


1/2 om 


i] 


Naive paintings by 8 ποθ ME Pa TE Ὁ 

Mie Matonraker Rape PS gr (Lae H ᾿ 

1680). 12 tramable plates, S woe Bans He ab 
kidlah/German. εὐ νῶν, ον τδΣ 

12 months. 


Siza: 34 om H x 24.6 cm 
41/4" 8 54 
νι roe: Hear’ 


>. Peed Calendar ell holidays, 
cA". FAR) Oleg Trabieh (δ. 1960, bag yf rig obl 15 pet calendar. Far door-to-door 
ἜΣ. ἣ Ν Puasa, Ituminator and Se τἰὐπεγόνε δα Meg abie) ead 8 15 peraddrede, — 
ἢ; idustrator presents 12 Ὗ Jerusalem 91000 
ἈΠῈ ἘΠῚ σϑυτὴν : Books, The Jerussism Post, ΡΟΒ ΒΊ, lem @1000 a 4 ἊΝ ΠΝ 
ΒΓ emed, $P lease sand me the following calendars: Be He ΝΙΒ85 ᾿- 
live style. anan erusalem Art Calendar Se ithe 
‘ ΠΤ hebrew —" pigdany epee seta ΤΣ Nea Seniesa: hikes Szyk’a Haggadah: A Jewish Calendar - po _ 
5 , : : (4 4% i. - 
PA ay enter be, πὰς Ι : 5 Λ ee NIB 39 OShalomo! δεῖ ὁ. Αἰ ΜΝΙΒ29. 
m Size: 25cm H χ 33 1/4 W Olisrael: 1895-6 NIB 39 re] : Ἢ : hk se 
pects Soren hny Re | a : 
[ Ὁ itor Nis 8 
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tor NIS 50 per hour. Giet there curly τς America. We have u lot of fruit ¢, 
there are only two hoats. bushes. We're going to need your hely, ate 
Brechat Ram is so perfectly round it year {picking it]. is 
seems unnatural. The many theories about If you do go picking berries, weur eee 
the lake include the claim by Josephus of gloves as most of the bushes Puir 
Flavius in his Wars of the Jews thatit'was  thomy branches. And go early -- the Ye 


one of the sources of the Banyas. We know — saflens during the heat of the day Maki 
now that Josephus was mistaken and that it more difficult to pick. ing 
the water emerges from the Gol Druse Levi's farm is upen Sunday to ἘΠ; a 

town of Ein Kuniya. $:30 to 3:30 and is locitted 10 kin. nga 2) 


Oo; 
Most scholars taday believe that the = Mushav Sha‘ul on read 978. Look low of 
pool was formed when an erupting large hand-painted sign in Hebrey, ‘he 
voleany collapsed. The ensuing crater in beyond the army base. Just , 
ils cenler is fed by Mount Hermon's If you can only go on Shabbat, ᾿ ! 
melling snows. Moshav Sha'al’s Aryeh Mishali og), all 
Outside of Katzrin and the Druse 981872 and he will probably open up ee 
villages, restaurants are few and [ar field for you on a Saturday. The 3 Is 
between. And the ones that do cxistare no = season officially opens June 15 ang laa” = 
culinary delight. This is & pity us the through September. Asly 
Golan is known for its wine, cherries and 
berries. 0 trip to the Golan would be comp 
without a visit 10 the Golan Wine €le 
arly in the summer, all the roads = in the Katzrin Industrial Park. The te 
leading up to and around the Golan are = entrance fee includes ἃ tour of the Site 9 ‘ 
full of little stands selling different well as a wine-tasting session. as ‘ 
varieties of cherries. Unfortunately it's tvo = The visitors’ center has been renova, 
short a season. By now you can indulge and is now ἃ pleasantly cool κς Pi 
yourself in a culinary treat unique to the — building. The grounds are lineg with 
Golan Heights, a delightful variety of wild ancient — lintels from πο ΤῊΝ | ἢ 
berries ripening on the vine. All the depicting grapes and wine prody tic, 3 ; . 
different yarielies of berries grow nnd the enrance hall provides depic ic n, 
exceptionally well on the Golan Heights of the history and development of , - "5 


-. --------- - - 


due to the cold winters. The cold increases production. Each tour begins with » sh Ε 
the fruits’ sugar supply. As opposed to video about the winery. . ort 
other fruit, the berries grow'on smal) While the winery sparkles With 
᾿ bushes, cleanliness and technical ‘efficiency , 
And you can even pick yourown. Ronni lacks the warnith and charm of it 
ΕΠ Levi from Moshav Sha'al has opened up counterparts in California and Frang 8 ; 
ἢ ἢ Ἧ ΕΝ Ι ᾿ : ες ΑΝ his fields for anyone to come and pick Nevertheless, much of the PTody,. a ᾿ 
ἰ ἡ ΝῊ picts εν ΡΟΝ ΘΟΕ πε $ ἢ ne re 3 from his selection of berries. process is open to the tour and well Market 
Ros BS κε εν : Ἧι λυ Rt oS RRB Se πον Ae ote ες A NIS 10 “taster’s fee" allows you in both Hebrew and English. . . 
: Be sg sae . feta unlimited eating of blueberries, Shalom, our guide, led us With 
it raspberries, blackberries, currants and enthusiasm δι verve, He as 
ib gooseberries. The fee includes all you can knowledgeable about the wines Prody aS 
‘+ eat at the site. there and how to drink them, He S8Y8 tha ae 
'z If you want to take some home, Levi one of the big benefits of producing wi t ie 
4 provides baskets and charges by weight. on the Golan Heights is the wide rq τ εὐ πὸ 
5 According to Levi, “It's just like in growing conditions in such ἢ small 


he roads leading to the 
Golan Heights pass old 
Syrian bunkers  over- 
_ looking the Hula Valley 
and the Kinneret. Since 
1967, guides have siqod 


yield, and the plates pushed each other 
upwards to crente the mountain, 

The highest peak of Mount Hermon falls 
under Syrian control, but at 2,224 meters 
high, Mitzpe Shlagim is the highest point 


at these outposts and 

recounted Syrian attacks 
on Israeli settlements, as well as the 
battles of the Six Day War. 

The contrasts on the Golan Heights are 
striking. Despite the proximity to the 
border with the country’s greatest 
adversary, a quiet placidity reigns. The 
snow on Mount Hermon glistens above 

golden dry fields, : ' 
εὐ You wouldn't know from a visit that the 
region’s future is the subject of intense 
politica debate throughout the country. 
Sure you can see plenty of posters, 
banners and stickers proclaiming how the 
natton is with the Golan, or that the 
residents do nol intend to move from it, 


within Israel, and off-limits to civilians. I 
also holds the record for the country s 
largest annual rainfall, at approximately 
1,600 millimeters. 


TT views over both Israel and Syria 
are dramatic, but hold on to your hat, 
and small children, as the wind gusts are 
fierce, Despite the military importance of 
the site, you can meander around most of 
the mountain peak as bored reserve 
soldiers watch from on high. 

From the eastern lookout of Mount 
Hermon you have ἃ spectacular view of 
the Golan Heights and the valley leading 
to Damascus, but the Syrian capital is only 
for the eyes of a few privileged “non- 


civilians.” 
On a clear day, so they say, you can see 


but many local residents are simply too 
busy hosting visitors to engage in polltical 


ety ee ΜΗ the Haifa University lower, and even τὰ ape 
. 1 . ᾿ ᾿ : i iv, tter W safle 
_ The Society for the Protection of νας . . YOU Can pick cherries, swimin — | τα ας cobaliione, yar κα ατεικηά wy a: 
in Israel has free 1 1/2-hour tours from the seh oo - Mount Hermon is called “the eyes of the ee 
top of Mount Hermon every day, Brechat Ram or simply country.” at 
alge grea Ly lechar ἀρὰν 13: πς , ἐς ᾿ “The large body of water visible from ἐπ ee 
7, :30 p.m. pea ‘er o rmon - baa 
sored othe publi, but trough hese. - ΘΘΘ the Magnificent views from . setts lookout of Mount Hermon, ty 
you get to: pass through the army Cie at Pa : . ible by 2 
checkpoint and enier areas that are usually ν΄ Mount Hermon: A. visit to the . τῶμρ ter Can tine a jae = 
. inaccessible, : ee iS 


he! : fate as : ΟΝ . ‘hundred meters northeast of the Druse 
_ Why is it called “Hi "2 BT ites CG H al Ἢ i" ᾿ , ' 

ἐπ Agvording το Tall, ow jovial sent. . Olan Heights ἰδ δ ογθαὶ way ἰο Ὁ ie se ae 
"guide, the name derives from the Hebrew . Bo ἘΝ hs cea Δ saa ᾿ ee ὦ ΤΣ D cialties. 

_ «here, or bav,. In traditional pagan et awa ‘from sum ae Winch coc ves local: Deuse peo" ἢ 
τος μι qultures, the highest mountain a oo . Β δ Υ a cae vee εν mer in the city. : Fo-get to the water itself you must pay 
(oot, exclusive quarter of fhe gods, and off~ ᾿ς ᾿ ᾿ 


“>: the felafel-raan NIS 5 (NIS 3 for children 


Hat | ale ἢ 
1 ve : 
Ἄ . : ’ 5 . fig . . Ν ᾿ Ὲ soe ΠῚ] he σαι ἘΠ ἘΞ ; 1 . down to e : ah Ἢ 

: limits to the common folk... - Ras og Afi naan = γι. ct, ποὺς, under 12), "The, few: meters d. by 7 ἜΠΗ 
τῶν ὶ εἰ τ The,Hermon sits within the geopolitical : PO ee Ge aa OE lee By. Bruce Temkin OS Medes ΡΥ pl ΕἾ ΕἼ gil lie try 2 - van 
Pate 2 ache dee apa ti: de aa ον Gate, oie te, glance, Males Sanyr A Ged ae De We ee = | — Z ns a ate 
Pc ne | ugh its geo ogy is quite diffargn inf- froma - --Limestong. ‘The two rock fotmations-are - the deep valley from the Hu} eto RilatAg-":. ‘Anas Sched each includes ἃ ᾿ spite the proxim to.the border with the country's greatest Hae 
oe erg li ponuliee ἐπ με ee : oie Saata aie Sens te’ two, continental "plates ΕἾΤ te "ἦν oni grt ag wath fs enough - (Top) No trip to the Golan Is complete without a visit to the. Golan W Mdagath Apert it's Impoasible not to, get political about the Golan Helghts  ““veraary, jets | 
-- + ; OF the, Golan consists: of black. volcanic ? ynian-African Rift js responsible eastern side moved north, leaving ἃ deep -rooin ἢ icnie. The water is icy an ἡ. (Facing page) ry 518 ἜΝ σον = ae ; me Oa 
aoe basalt, while the Hermon is made up of ' for creating the mountainous helghts, and’ rift. At the Hermoti, neither snd would refieihine eal you ἊΝ rent paddie boats 5 qu placlaity reigns over the region (Facing Pp a eS vas ee TULy 21, 1995 21 fe ns 
| 920 ΤΗΕ JERUSALEM POST MAGAZINE : ne a en, 
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᾿ ες το τὶ ἐπ les . Saceh ant ΟΝ a wee Peps ee a Aten patel 
τα δ ie Ce δου RT pe ern ey, se a 
. : ἜΣ ΠΧ ee | BREE Ba ee ote fe ΡΣ 
grounds are as far away from the congestion and noise of: ΄..". hig, Indgings, with:tHedy red tile: ole nd we oden” εὐ 


eyond the world of politics, there’s anuther batile on 


the Cashin Heights. [e's a battle tor accommudition, the cily as yuu can gel. The identical B&G houses are’ patches, look fikerlatle Swiss bhalets, ‘Viitotnatels ‘the 
and thousands oF peuple juin the frenzy each weekend. usually isolated from the rest of the kibbuiz.- |", - chatm is che eried by # neon Gokdslisn'Advertiding ihe ; ’ ME OF GENOCIDE: 
Plenty of Colin residents are rushing to get in on the ‘If it scems like 4 perfect getaway, be warned: If you have“ differéut hote Bona te δὺο δ κρο ἘΝ IRAQ’S CRI ion Against th ᾿ 
boom. One local lyotel proprietress exaggerates just a bit ever been a kibbutz volunteer or Nahal member. the rodms. «But you. would be-a-hur d-firessed: to val ἫΝ af the five The el uman Rights Watch : 
εἰ =e a. u b ᾽ 


when she sys. “The entire Gitilee and Golan has turned 
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left-hai . The road rises [Ὁ ᾿ Nationals, Ali H si Department of Near Eastern Languages him: | ἫΝ [ 
Ι. τς porta a ae ase Get out of addam 10 be ied aie ay tance a ἢ "Civilizations -- was himself often ‘and the. results of his valiant attempt are.":] supplies of food, fuel, medicine and other |- 
hi yout car here and climb up the overiock. - Out indignantly: “It could not have been | confronted with this question; and his vovldant het, 2°. τας. eneeallals.-the Goverument has amassed fa: 
af ες ΝΕ ; ights, More th - ᾿ , , ἢδι “{πἰ8 one. Readers’ miust -be warned, “πονμνοῖ,.} troops. ΑΙ that holds (hem back fs the threat 
ee ma Αἱ the top is a map of the Golan Heigh than 100,000. answer, as he puts it, was that'’t ne : i list J 5 : ἘΠῚ 
4 i. shaped like a key. > : hed! nol been writen”... <°-"-: .thatthis i ἃ work forthe specialist pos]. of selalation Tom Tae arse! the (Site 
δ : Still, there is a plaque there with some THE SEIZED documents were shipped |. The question, he explains, hed been put ssibly for-the specialists pial ‘A+| and French elrcraft that daily palro! the fata 
Si 1 basic’ information about the border and the ‘Off to the US where the Human Righis | to him with “the @ prior undersiending ° case in point ply i ees Howe Ἢ re ville oat te Westen ἠὲ 
| "Syrian side; It's fascinating to see 5ῦ atch organization has been busy over | that my opus would be a history of βγεῖ, ἢ σπαῖς Γῇ. bs ἘΣ ΑΙ salle a yenager ἡ iia tal " thel esto [ats 
εἰ Ἰαίο Syria, With the help of binoculars, YR ast four years translating and seeking || and there are glready enough of those in’ Abram: καῖμῖ GID Hes ne ἐλευ a. tive ἀπ μέ J ΣΝ τ ee er“ mae 
can even see some Syrians nearby. 8 ‘Buthenticate the material. Jt has 1 eccmeeecnntemeenesemntntiieanmeneneioeiel errr | | JULY 21 1995 23 


inte one bis ¢rfamer [hed-and-breakfast hotel }.” 

Sumner ciowds give a whole new nieaning te the slogan 
“the people are with the Golan,” 

Unlike τ une other regions in the country, the Golan 
does not ha. a central reservations number, which is 
WNfortunie vs reservations are esscutial for most weekends 
year-round Weekdays ute pretty emply and ux 
Significum:: cheaper. Useful phone numbers include; - 
Kibbutz M. rom Galan, 04-9601 11/267: Kibbutz Ortal,06- weekends. ὁ. - 
SGOOROS; and Mashay Odem, 06-983585. do cea ν- 

Almost al! of the acconimodations on the Golan-are bed- 
and-hreak (ets in kibbutzim and moshayim. Most of the 


refurbished for paying visitors, if you suffer fram post-. 


another overnight option, 


suimber of bungalows are available. Th xy sleeps 


‘may seein frighteningly familiar, πεῖν δ τὰ have been, . 
ιν "“ 
kibbutz stress-syndrome, you may Want to check Ομ"... τ 


IF you have a tent or at least a sleeping hag; you cnn. = 


week und lefi for individuals and familigsotr.the), (0. 


Ae hours τς. “‘No'pater where yoir stay al Nevoh Ativ, you ean dake: 


The site is-located-within aiaiutat forest'biy'thé outskir(s- “sin Hebrew oul 


Further along the road js a kiosk selling 
Golan Heights memorabilia. On the 
opposite side of the street is the former 
Syrian bunker facing Kibbutz Gadol. If 
you descend below the lookout, you cal 
approach a shaded area complete with 8 
well-preserved bunker, as well as ἃ ὃ 
view over the Hula Valley. with 

To view our present-day border W! 
Syria, continue east along road number 
until just after Kibbutz Bin Zivan. Take 


Middle East. New Haven and 
London, Yale University Press. 
373pp. Price nol stated. 


y Dennis Eisenberg 


B 

ί ome were blind. Some 
could not reach our village. 
The spirit left them on the 
way.” (Na’ima Hassan 


Qader of Galnaghaj, describing the exo- 
dus of villagers from the chemical altack 


resettlement camps. 

: The man in charge of slaughtering 
urds is Hassan al-Majid, a cousin of 
addam Hussein. Known as “Ali 

Chemical” to his victims, he was the 

oon of the Kurdish genocide, in an 

Aeiullon called “Anfal" (spoils in 

ytble), When challenged about 
Mands from Kurd representaliyes who 


, Wanted to know what had happened to 


their estimated 182,000 missing fellow 


.990-pp. + XXXII pp. Price not stated. 
By Nissim Rejwan 
ne’s initial reaction on seeing The 
Distr of Ancient Palestine is to 
wonder why the world needs -another 
such history. Ἶ 
Fortunately, the author -- who at the 
(ime of his retirement in 1988 held a 
joint appointment at the University of 
Chicago Divinity School and at. the 


. Palestinian history, Prof..Gosta Ahistrom 
, adds, he felt the need [ὁ try fo present the " 


merely accept the views of the bibligal _ 
‘writers as feliable reflections of. past 
events and theit' causal relationships.” * - 


- Throughout his years of teaching Syro- © 


history ‘of the. peoples’ of Palestine” 
‘through the: millennia “in a form freed _ 
from the biss of the biblical writers.” © +"; 

He is aware that the task he took upa@n: 
himself was ἃ difficult one. But he tried, - 


. threat fo the Kurdish enclave is as potent as 


τ Northern Iraq, 5 cordon that has sealed off 


haps be grateful lo the fates for tho fact 
that Iraq has neither the Teutonic efficien- 
cy nor the mechanical means at the dis- 
posal of an Eichmann to have exterminat- 
ed all of them: .But Saddam Hussein’s 
determination to leave not a single Kurd 
alive is made abundantly clear. . 
Report.the authors: “The Iraqi Ba’athist 
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the orunge ¢ uutism Ministry 'signs directing you in from:' cost IIS 120 per bungalow: The-eimpaiti-le δὲ onberian 
oi ἮΝ μον εν ha ait Nes icteric ard teal ἐς chee SOT the neighboring village of Goklapa, 
TT Society Fee Pritiuof Notas in fare ἐτῶν apne the ans vier an ogi an ἐρρον je halvightags of the, wwimining oot (and -larpe kiddie’ poly: May31988) 6. Z 
ἀράν τιμι fl hoe Ob de Coles lai © ee the Zavitan canyon By, Contdinsktly feds the". Saanis; ahd basketball courts. Neveh Ativ has ἃ cebttal ἢ “They have sunk into deep water. They 
ἱκαιχήῃ, Kishict Yomuun i ὑ ἰς Galan Heights, at.‘ °:-Jeampsite (telephohe 06.96.47}... .ττοτ 2 "Maeght τὸν TM onprliitie sutynlics, 496-981333, but the ‘staff went ihake" were lost. We have no information about 
Hho B&Bs terug they at abi coh ΤῊΝ on ΠΝ δον ag ee Ba τω a οὐδε άπ Meee ae Rene vets Foie Yon 37 Bee Sg se Tye neg ad: them.” (Elderly female survivor from the 
Ps eer ea ee ΝΣ αὐ Be eee ee dana) AG AMPING sil cetninds δι ἔν τ RSI OUR ἔσαν, δι de a a ial iow loa Sd supe village talking about her ἔαπι!ν and ! 
night on. the weeke ae NY: 4. founded sn OTL Sn silk Ee : UY eck LP FQUIRE iy fo -bs πάρε ed-abafiverstar hotel!" neighbors.) ΝΜ Ϊ 
: 18 1371) was-naned al LAY pM τ ΤῊ at βὰν 3 "There was medicine from the airplane. ie 
4 , Lit Hetabis was the Day of Judgement. You stand ‘ ae ae ἀδιῦν | ἢ, : 
I before God.” (Survivor of poison gas ΡΝ ΔΥΌ pas oe 
altack on Flalabja, March 16, 1988.) te Re dats, *. = a 
ἢ 2 “If you know about hell. This is hell. We a GF an a ἢ κα | 1 ee: i 
Seren ORC SOMERS] CES | ay Kees _ =. it.” Chanennad Hussein ee κ' νων δὴ | [1 : 
ἰ AQST © ἣ ngs: in fdlatively News pide ote area he halle Lad luhammad, survivor ΟἹ A gas altack on Lf a ie : ane ἧ 
: pat bite Kibet in dln Slated Ga anne ΠΝ ahaa ταν ΓΟ aia ἜΝ 
! ᾿ΠΡΕΙς 107. ΧΟ ΚΙ Bag Waren Lista αὐρδῇ et eet ὌΝ ie Bie It was the first time people were (akcn RR YS, VNR: Ἐν oe Se: in ae 
: ee ee ee ὥΡὰ ἈΠ ey See ae si OP ee Ma an ein ΚΗ away lo be finished off.” (A farmer oy ee at TS ΟΜΝ," . Hf era 
yi Sih ee ie er eer as Ea ἐπε witness.) ἐπὶ Ὁ, Τ᾽ : . ua b i” τῆ . τες 
᾿ ᾿ : ~~ vow? Pe we . ail 4 τὶ “i Ee 4 Ἢ : 
" ΜΝ REPORTS have appeared trom time τὼ ΠΑ͂Ν ; joni som Staion “«} 
re vicinity. The acidic suil of the northem lime about the campaign of Suddam — Two of the more than 4,000 citizens of the Iraq! clty of Halabja who perished in an traq! chemical attack on a 
‘ θ ὁ δὲ Golan has extremely low temperatures and Hussein’s government to crush the spirit March 16, 1988. 
Ἶ pt waren snow during the winter, while the southem of the 3.5 million Kurds in Iraq. They are : 
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David Ben-Gurion gett 


German-Jewish-Israeli Relations 
by Michael Wolffsohn. New York, 
Columbia University Press. 

225 pp. Price not stated. 


By Miriam Kraus 


ichael Wolffsohn, an acade- 
mic in the field of govern- 
ment, living and working in 
Germany, is a man of three 
identities: the Jewish, the German and the 
Israeli, in which he was bom and brought 
up during his first, formative years and to 
which he returned for three years in order 
fo serve in the IDF. This deserves to be 
mentioned, since the book deals with, 
among other subjects, the complex issue 
of German-Jowish identity, which we as 
Israclis and Jews cannoli afford to ignore. 

I must admit that, like most of us, I am 
nol above judging rather harshly people 
who choose to live in Germany, especially 
if they have an Israell background; how- 
ever, al the same time 1 cannot but admire 
the rational, detached and objective way in 
which Wolffsohn tackles German-Jewish- 
Israeli relations In general and German- 
Jewish identity in particular, 

The three main topics of the book are 
relations between Germany and Israel on 
the governmental level, public atiitudes 
and behavior in both countries, and rela- 
tions between Germans and Jews living in 
Germany. 

With regard to the first topic, the book 
reminds us of the stormy era after the 
foundation of the state when Ben-Gurion, 
alona among the political élite of the coun- 
try, realized the potential of establishing 


‘télations-with Germany and harnessed all 


lis political and personal resources (o the 
goal of achieving this aim, dragging his 
party after him. At the other end, Konrad 
Adenaner, a man of high moral stature and 
greal ‘political acumen, succeeded in 


) Ν᾽ ἀνὰ . accomplishing this within his own govern- 
out, 1 6 ΠῚ ὁ cape very serious obstacles. The . 
‘|. restitul 


‘When the: German economy needed all-its 


on Agréecment was signed at ἢ time 
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Ing a polnt across to Konrad Adenauer through an Interpreter. 
ETERNAL GUILT: Forty Years of 


resources to rearm itself against the 
Communist threat, Contrary to popular 
thinking, America did not exert pressure 
on Germany to pay restitution to Israel. 
Also, many of the political figures in 
Adenauer’s own party, the Christian 
Democratic Union, did not regard restitu- 
tion payment as an issue of high priority. 

German-Israeli relations over the years 
have been subject to the conflicting pres- 
sures of guilt versus the return to normal- 
cy. This explains the unique nature of 
these relalions and the conflicts resulting 
from the different perspectives of the part- 
ners. Wolffsohn deals with the most 
important ones: the conflict concerning 
German rocket experts whose activities in 
Egypt constituted a threat to Israel’s secu- 
rity; Germany’s refusal to establish diplo- 
matic relations with Israel because that 
would endanger Germany's reunification 
policy and its “traditional” friendship with 
the Arab world. 

Diplomatic relations were finally estab- 
lished in 1965, by Adenauer's successor, 
Ludwig Erhard, against strong opposition 
from those in charge of foreign policy. 
And as forthe traditional friendship with 
the Arabs, Wolffsohn exposes {t for what 
it was — something with roots in the Nazi 
era when many Arab leaders were enthusi- 
astic Nazi supporters. 

On tho other hand, the secret military 
alliance between Germany and Israel, 
which suppHed israel with German arms, 
was the outcome of the “policy of history” 
based on the desire for atonement upheld 
by Adenaucr, who Staunchly refused to 
bow to American pressure to suspend 
restitution payments until Israel complied 
with American demands after the Sinai 
Campaign. 

Woifisohn deals astutely with the issue 


-Of role reversal between Germans and 


Israels. Whereas during the first phase of 
relations, Israeli politicians and intellectu- 
als assumed a moralizing role yis-4-vis the 


᾿ Germans, demanding that they renounce 


their Nazi past and prove thelr commit- 


‘Ment to democracy, this changed during 


the 1970s and "80s, when a considerable 


-Sector of German public opinion chose to 


rman Guilt 


regard itself as ἡ judge of Israet’s use of 
force against the Palestinians, denouncing 
the evils of military occupation. 

His interpretation of this divergence of 
attitudes is based on lessons drawn from 
history and sounds convincing: “The 
Germans have recognized that resorting to 
violence can lead to catastrophe, for them- 
selves as well as for others. The experi- 
ence of the Jews and the Israelis is that 
non-violence and defenselessness can 
mean death.” 

He crilicizey the assumption of moral 
superiority on the part of Istaelis over their 
German coniemporarles and thelr tenden- 
cy to hold them responsible for the sins of 
their fathers, and shows understanding for 
German resentment against such attitudes, 
On the other hand he accuses the “good 
Germans” — leftists, environmentalists and 
the Evangelical church ~ of following a 
selective moral code in condemning the 
Gulf War. These good people shed tears 
over the Jews killed in 1938, “but stu- 
diously ignored the danger to the living 
Jews in Israel,” after doing the same with 
respect to the atrocities committed by 
Saddam Hussein against Iranian soldiers 
and Kurds. 

Although he regards Adenauer’s victory 
against his opponents on the restitution 
issue as a triumph of the politics of histo- 
ty (Geschichtspolitik) over the politics of 
the day (Tagespolitik), he displays a criti- 
cal atlilude with regard to the function of 
the Holocaust in Jewlsh-Israeli identity 
and as an instrument wielded by Israeli 
politicians to win arguments with the 
German government. He warns against the 
danger of trivialization resulting from 
such excessive use, but even more Against 
the substitution of identification with the 
Holocausi for genuine Jewish content in 
Jewish-Israeli Identity, 


‘The fixation on the Holocaust and on — 


Germany in this connection he sees as ἃ 
break with the religious traditions of 


- Judaism, according to which Jewish suf- 


fering is ἃ. continuous chain with the 
Holocaust: as one link among many. It 


- Seems thal here he accepts, consciously or 


not, the standpoint of the ulira-Orthodox 


sector of Jewish society, 


FINALLY, but not least importunt, is the 
Sensitive issue of German-Jewish identit 
which is riddled with contradictions tha 
Wolffsohn himself cannot avoid, He 
dwells at length on the spiritual affliction 
of Jews living in a Germany where they do 
not feel at home and with which they can. 
not identify. He quotes research data 
showing that 77 percent of German Jews 
and 100 percent of Jews of Eastern 
European background fell no love of their 
country, and these attitudes continued into 
the second generation. 

Then again, German Jews have the 
highest rate of intermarriage; in a survey 
conducted in 1990, more than 66 percent 
agreed with the statement that “Despite 
being part of Jewish culture, German Jews 
are still Germans first.” 

These contradictions are hard to 
resolve, and indeed Wolffsohn himself 
seems to vacillate between them. At one 
point he argues that German Jews regard 
themselves AS = second-generation 
Holocaust survivors, an attitude which 
leads to increased tensions with their non- 
Jewish countrymen, while elsewhere he 
States that “the second generation indi- 
cates a new type of German Jew, more 
conscious of Jewish heritage and thus both 
more self-conscious and self-confident,” 
And strangely enough, he attributes this to 
the arrival of Jcws from Russia, as if these 
refugees, devoid of any Jewish tradition 
and identification, could be the harbingers 
of such a desirable change. 

The author docs not offer any convine- 
ing arguments that German Jews can 
escape the problem of living as sirangers 
in the land of plenty, with very litle 
Jewish content in their lives and ail the 
psychological damage involved, and avoid 
assimilating into German sociely and los- 
ing their Jewish identity altogether. 
Wolffsohn himself, inadvertently perhaps, 
confirms this failure by stating thal efforts 
of some German-Jewish intellectuals to 
act as intermediaries betwecn Germany 
and Israel have proved a dismal failure. 

Viewing the issuc from a German per- 
spective, he deals with the images of the 
Jew in German culture, drawing attention 
to the fact that exireme vilification, as 
manifested in Der Sturmer, is being sub- 
Stituted by idealized images of Jews with 
no shortcomings, in the tradition of 
“Nathan the Wise” of the Enlightenment. 

Admilicdly these images are far 
removed from reality and people are 
aware of this discrepancy, but leaders of 
public opinion think {t necessary lo propa- 
gale them in order to combat the distorted 
images that led to such terrible atrocities 
in the past. Wolffsohn regards this as dan- 
gerous and apt to “lead to a build-up of 
pressures that will eventually break out, 
all at once, in a massive storm.” 

This is correct, no doubt, but it also 
recalls some of the age-old fears of the 
Diaspora Jew from which we, as Israelis, 
are exempt. 

It’s a thought-provoking book, well 
written, soundly researched and coura- 
geous in the sense that the author attempts 
to deal with all relevant issues, even the 
most troublesome ones. And if the answers 
he provides are not always satisfactory, il 
is through no fault of his, but only because 
of their insoluble nature. a 


‘Arc’ Submissions: 


ὙΠ Association of Writers in. 
: Ml English is decepting poems’ and. 
short stories for the 11th Issue of Arc. 
‘Magazine, scheduled to be published 
In December.:A maximum. of six 
poems or six pages for. short stories 
will be considered for publication. The. 
deadline for sitbmissions is September . 
30. To receive a reply, send a self- . 
‘addressed stamped ‘envelopé ‘to The - 
‘Israel. Association of ‘Writers in 


‘Englishi, POB 39385 Tel Aviv 61393. 


CL Priapus Ex Machina 


ES FOR ALL AGES 
Tats Clark Hyman, illustrated 
ty Judith Cohen Margolis. Jerusalem, 
Gefen Publishing House. 
931 pp. Price not stated. 


n these so-called fables, birds of Eden 

[ποι are taught Torah by Gaffer, an 
itic robin. 

gee characters with alliterative 
names like Batya Bobolnik and Akiba 
Albatross bring him their problems, he 
gives. them a heavy dose of Yiddishkeit, 
with stories from the Bible, and lessons 
from the siddur and the Ethics of the 
Fathers. All to point up ἃ moral, of 


" course. ; 
“in the hands of a skillful writer, the for- 


mula might have worked. Bul Hyman’s 
stilted English and tong-winded conversa- 
tions may well be too heavy for the aver- 
age youngster. 

For adults, using a bird to teach Torah is 
plain cuckoo. 

The cover jacket suggests that Hyman 
has wrilten these stories in the tradition of 
Aesop and Grimm. An educator should 
know that a fable is a story tersely told. 
Aesop’s were usually a paragraph or two 
long, ending with an epigram; teacher 
Hyman’s often run on for more than 20 
pages. The Grimm brothers collected 
fairy tales. 

Had the author followed Aesop's brevily 
and emulated the Grimm method of siory- 
telling, she might have produced some- 
thing that could fly better than a turkey. 

As il is, parents might find the book best 
used for getling their kids to sleep quickly 
at night. 

Judith Cohen Margolis relieves the 
monotony with delightful illustrations. Her 
cover painling of the Solomonic robin is 
worthy of framing for a child's room. 

Marlin Levin 


SECRETS OF THE NIGHT SKY 
by Bob Berman. New York, William 
Morrow. 320pp. $23. 


ne of my favorite New Yorker car- 

toons depicts a father Mithely point- 
ing out objects in the night sky to his two 
small children, one of whom. is whisper- 
ing to the other, “That's not what Carl 
Sagan suid.” 

One of the wenrying aspects of being a 
parent is being constantly asked to supply 
answers to questions beyond one’s ken, 

hat is worse, many of us think we 
know the answers when we reall y don’t. 

Ifyou are flummoxed by constant ques- 
tioning about the moon, planets, stars, 
constellations, galaxies, black holes, 
Comets, meteorites, eclipses, solstices. 
Sulellite launchings, celestial navigation or 
even the oddilies of space-time, then this is 
he book for you. 

Couched in terms even a Parent can 
understand, it is also partially written in the 

P vernacular accessible to every child 
Who watches TV. But it’s writien for 
adults, not children, 

uthor Berman, director of an observa- 

lory at Woodstock NY, writes αὶ column for 

cover magazine and has a weekly Spat 
on radio, 


He has @ particular knack for i!luminat- 
te subjects you thought you knew every- 
ing about, like black holes. He vividly 


“aus (hem up as problems of escape veloc- 


les and explains why. 
ὃ ts also capable of describing a red 
ant ἃς a star with an aging prublem, and 
aS a knack for dramatizing @ universe 


᾿ Mnyway filled with wonder. 


is excellent and entestainingly pre- 
ten book (taking a chapler at a tine 
Mth your children would make a wonder- 
; Project) is also replete with illustrations 
. “ligrams. Five stars, 


Meir Ronnen 


EDMUND WILSON: A Biography 
by Jeffrey Meyers. New York, 
Houghion Mifflin. 554 pp. $35. 


By Owen McNally 


dmund Wilson, one of America’s 
most eminent men of letters and 
long-reigning intellectual 
grandee before his death at 77 in 
1972, had four prime pursuits in life: writ- 
ing, reading, boozing and fornicating. 
Perhaps magic -- ἃ lifelong avocation for 
the workaholic critic, biographer, novelist, 
memoirist, historian, poet, playwright and 
journalist — could be included as a far dis- 
tant fifth. 

Jeffrey Meyers’s Edmund Wilson: A 
Biography lets us know that not many fifths 
— most particularly fifths of Johnny Walker 
Red — were ever too distant from the shy, 


pudgy, bulldog-faced author's right hand’ 


after a hard day's labor of writing and 
researching among his beloved books. 

Meyers’s biography is a commendably 
thorough, often entertaining, even fasci- 
nating yet ullimately nol quite satisfying 
observance of the centennial of Wilson's 
birth. It details Wilson’s accomplishments 
and flaws, including his overgenerous 
reviews for cronies and his raves (o gain 
sexual favors from the alluring Anais Nin, 
a writer noled for her erotic diaries. 

Meyers recounts Wilson's life from his 
privileged yet loveless boyhood on 
through his Rabelaisian drinking habits 
and tumultuous scx life, his nervous 
breakdown, his war with the IRS and liter- 
ary scrap with old friend Vladimir 
Nabokov. There's the batling order of mis- 
iresses, wives and lalter-day lovers, 
including Elaine May of Nichols and May 
fame and writer Penclope Gilliatt, 37 years 
his junior. And, of course there's ἃ close- 
up of his erotic, Punch and Judy marriage 
with the wriler Mary McCarthy, 17 years 
his junior. 

Unfortunately, many readers will come 
away from the book with an overwhelming 
image of Wilson os a sex machine rather 


than a writing machine. Bul he was both. 

Wilson, of course, brought this image 
on himself with his memoirs containing 
meticulous accounts of his sexual encoun- 
ters. He was obsessed with writing clinical 
descriptions of his pariner’s genitalia, 
mixed with braggadocio about his virtu- 
osic skills in the sack. 

Wilson was initiated into the joys of sex 
at 25 by the flamboyant poet Edna St. 
Vincent Millay. Millay was a bisexual sex 
athlete who, Meyers writes, “seemed will- 
ing to sleep with everybody.” Millay, 
whose romantic poetry Wilson lauded, 
transformed the repressed Bohemian- 
wannabe into what Meyers calls “one of 
the great literary fornicators of all fime.” 
Meyers mires about in Wilson's foot 
fetishism. Evidently, the great writer had 
as much of a weakness for a well-turned 
ankle as he did for a well-turned phrase. 

Everything you never wanted to know 
about Wilson’s sex life is bared here. But 


is our underslanding of him increased one 
iota by knowing that this aging priapic 
prince of American literature was siill 
having wel dreams while in his 50s? 
Meyers’s siream of “Hard Copy”-like 
facts drowns out the magic that resides in 
Wilson’s lucid, forceful prose and in his 
dazzling ability to make abstract ideas, 
distant eras and cullural and lilerary fig- 
ures spring to life. 

Whether Wilson is casting new light on 
Charles Dickens or Rudyard Kipling or 
providing a key to understanding then- 
new kids on the block such as T.S. Eliot or 
James Joyce, his writing is the antithesis 
of the pedaniry prized in the groves of 
academe. 

Although modemism was a key part of 
his beat, he scemed like a Victorian liter- 
ary luminary whose holy mission was to 
make readers wanl to read and think 
deeply about books and ideas. 

(The Hartford Courant) 


Endangered Fiction 


WHILE THE MESSIAH 
‘TARRIES by Melvin Jules Bukiet. 
New York, Harcourt Brace. 

197 pp. $20. 


By S.T. Meravi 


ome three years ago Schocken 
brought out a rather hefty anthol- 
apy called Writing Our Way 
Home, which allempted to 
demonstrate that American-Jewish fiction 
was flowering anew. It was a dubious 
proposition at best, and was hardly helped 
by the fact (hat the anthology's only mem- 
orable stories were by such hardy 
warhorses as Malamud, Bellow and Roth. 
Younger writers of American-Jewish 
stories face two problems. First, they 
must be able to ground their fiction in 
authentic Jewish-American experience, 
and it comes as no news thal, in many 
ways, that has become increasingly diffi- 
cull to do. Second, and hardly unrelated to 
the first problem, is that the audience for 
Jewish-American fiction has become an 
endangered species. By any measure the 
number of American Jews interested in 
(a) matters Jewish or (b) reading fiction is 
tening. 
SS μη ΒΕ Ψ the notion of Jewish- 
American fiction isn't sufficient. A case in 
point is While the Messiah Tarries, the lat- 
est collection of stories by Melvin Jules 


Bukiel. I haven't read Bukiet’s earlier col- 
lection, Stories of an Imaginary 
Childhood, ot his novel, Sanefnan’s Dust. 
Bul if Messiah is anything to go by, [ fear 
the once robust genre of American-Jewish 
fiction is suffering from acute anemia, 

Since seven of the nine stories here have 
apparently not been published before, we 
may well be dealing with a case of a writer 
emptying out his desk drawers. That might 
explain the bumpy boxcar sentences, the 
clichés (the face “red as a brick"), and the 
awkward vocabulary (“disatlach” rather 
than the piebeian detach). More troubling 
is the fact thal Bukiel is the ficlion editor 
of Tikkun, If this is whal we're up against, 
we may worry not only about the state of 
American-Jewish fiction, but the state of 
American Jewry itself. —- 

The main problem is the odor of the 
ersatz that permeates each of these stories. 
Everything is contrived and manipulated. 
The characters consistently have no inner 
lives; they simply exis! to make some point 
that the Jewish reader presumably will 
approve — usually having something to do 
with a miraculous rediscovery of Jewish 
identity. Each story has a dollop of Jewish 
content, but only to the degree that suggests 
cribbing from The Jewish Encyclopedia. 
Most of the plots evolve from the realm of 
magic realism, but everything is so lacking 
in authenticity that the result is neither mag- 
ical nor realisile. 

Nor is the reader likely to be swept 


away by the apocalyptic endings that mast 
of the Stories feature. In one, an archeolo- 
gist turns mad desert prophet. In another, a 
New York gem dealer falls victim to a 
woman murderously hungry for 
Manhattan real estate. In a third, a college 
Student builds ἃ model of Jerusalem and at 
his miniature Temple Mount witnesses the 
death of a professor and the near-crucifix- 
ion of his Christian girlfriend. In yet 
another, a crooked shoher sleeps with a 
mysterious red-haired woman and goes up 


in flames. Jn still another, a rabbi makes a - . ᾿ 


pact with the devil and sends the devil up 
in flames. 
All this would merely be tiresome, but 


the last two stories are downright offen- ἱ 1} 


sive. Both are based on tlic Holocaust. 
“Himmler’s Chickens” concerns a Jew 
obsessed with acquiring a home movie of 


Himmler murdering poultry. Enough said. |: 


“The Library of Moloch” deals with the 
videotaping of survivors’ testimony. This 
Story not only suggests that Gad {s the 
eternal enemy of the Jews, but adds this 
extraordinary asserlion from a former 
camp inmate: 

“You know, the killers never understood 
us either. ‘How,’ they asked themselves, 
‘can these people meet our eyes? How can 
they persevere no matter the punishment 
we inflict?’ Mind you, they were sophisti- 
cated; they knew that it was not merely the 
scourging of the body of the community, 
but the anguish of being compelled to 
acknowledge that animals like them shared 


_ the same cruel flesh we did.” 


And then -- surprise, surprise — the video 
library goes up in flames. 
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Love Story 


THE POMEGRANATE 
PENDANT by Dvora Waysman. 
Jerusalem, Feldhvim. 217 pp. Price 
not stuted. 


By Reuven Ben Dov 


[ Ι was fourtecn when abba called me 


to his tiny workroom at the back of 

the house.” With these opening 

words, we are catapulied back in 
time and space to the Yemen in 1880. 

When you read this beautiful story, you 
should settle down in your favorite arm- 
chair for a journey of adventure, poetry, 
learning and exhilaration. It is really a love 
Slory of Jerusalem disguised as the autobi- 
ography of a Yemenite girl. Our heroine is 
asked by her father to marry his apprentice 
goldsmith and then move to the Holy 
Land. She agrees and we follow her life 
and that of four gencrations of her family, 
mainly in the Jewish Quarter of the Old 
City of Jerusalem. 

What was the pomegranate pendant? 
When Mazal married Ezra, he gave her a 
beautiful piece of jewelry he had fashioned. 
After the difficult journey by foot, boat, and 
donkey to Jerusalem, sleeping initially in 
the study hall of the Hurva synagogue, they 
manuged to purchase a little house just out- 
side Dung Gale. Here they sold their 
Yemenite jewelry, and eventually numed 
the shop “The Pomegranate Pendant.” At 
every henna ceremony of her daughters and 
their daughters and their daughters, Mazal 
placed the pendant round their necks as a 
blessing to have many children. 

Not only did this story prevent me from 
doing anything else till 1 had finished it, 
but I closed the book reluctantly; I did not 
want the spell to be broken. Fact and fic- 
tion effortlessly merge together, allowing 
us & bird’s cye view of some elements of 
Zionist history. We learn about the fresh 
baking of matzot every day of Pessah in 
the Yemen, the harshness of life in the Old 
City, the effect of the Balfour Declaration, 
the massacre in Hebron in 1929, the fipht 
against the British, the siege of Jerusalem, 
and the establishment of the State. 

Moving in and out of the novel are famil- 
jar names like Dr. Meir Wallach, the first 
director of Shaare Zedek, Ronald Storrs, 
the British military governor of Jerusalem, 
and Rav Kook, the chief rabbi of Palestine. 

How can an Ashkenazi Australian mid- 
dle-aged mother of four almost dybbuk- 
like mouth the words of a Yemenite 
icenage bride? Such is the crafi of a pro- 
fessional like Dvora Waysman, a widely 
syndicated Jerusalem freelance writer who 
also organizes creative workshops for 
aspiring writers. This is her first novel. 

If your soul does not resonate with the 
beauty and holiness of Jerusalem, then this 
book is not for you. But if it does, you will 
sometimes cry with happiness, and some- 
times with sorrow. This is not a block- 
buster family saga that requires memoriz- 
ing numerous names and following differ- 

- nt sub-plols. Instead, we can effortlessly 
enioy a simple story of the life of one indi- 
vidual and her family as they fight the 
challenges and enjoy the good times of life 
in Jerusalem. The feel of this nove) can be 
gauged from its final paragraph. The 90- 
year-old grent-great-grandmother says: 

“I looked up through the branches and 
saw the stars shimmering Hike a million 
diamonds, the moon golden like my pome- 
granate pendant, 1 listened to the wind 
sighing in the fir trees that pointed like sen- 
tinels towards heaven. [ inhaled the fra- 
grance of a magnolia tree in the garden and 
rosemary, basil and thyme wafting down 
from the Judean hills. I stooped and took a 
handful of soil and let it run between my 
fingers. I was saying goodbye to Jerusalem 


and had used all my sonses but one, inthis - 


silent dialogue with the city 1 loved. J 


hoped thal Paradise would look like . 


Jerusalem. And then I tasted it ~ the'salt of 


my eyes.” ᾿ 


Meir Wleseltier 


READING FROM 


RIGHT 10 LEFT 


BY JEFF GREEN 


hose of us whose native language 
is not Hebrew might feel hitimi- 
dated by {sracli poetry. How can 
we understand the high style, if 
we have trouble getting through a simple 
newspaper article? 

Nevertheless, poetry is a good place to 
start reading Hebyew literature, for it ἰ5 
vocalized, removing one significant stum- 
bling block for learners, Poetry is also 
meant to be read slowly and carefully, soa 
beginner might actually find more in it 
than someone whose eye goes through it 
too fast. Finally, poems are usually short, 
80 one doesn’t face the daunting feeling 
that one will never be able to finish a 
whole work. 

Buring the past few months I have 
received more than a dozen volumes. of 
poetry. I kept meaning to get to them, but 
they always seemed less urgent than the 
other books -- which is perhaps sympto- 
matic of our culture’s attitude toward 


poetry, 
To help combat that attitude, last spring 


‘an International Poets’ Festival took place 


in Jenisalem. Shortly afterward an attrac- 
tive volume of the poems read at it 
appeared, edited by Helit Yeshurun and 
published by Mishkenot Sha’ananim, 
Where the festival’ was held. For’ those 
wishing to test the waters of Hebrew poet- 
ry, this volume: provides an excellent 
jumping-in point. 

Some of thé best contemporary Israeli 
poets are represented, including Lea 
Ayalon, Meir  Wieselticr, Dahlia 


‘Ravikovitch and Nata Zach. To make 


things even easier for English speakers, 
the poems are also well translated. All the 
other poetry is published in, its original 
language ~ including Japanese, Greek, 
Arabic, Russian, and, of course, English — 
with a facing Hebrew translation, - 


regarded poet, appear in this volume, and 
now Hakibbutz Hameuhad has brought out 
Kol Hashirim Ad Ko (“The Complete Poems 
So Far"), making available the six books 
of poetry she has published since 1961. 

Ravikovitch appears to be an accessible 
poet. Her language is superficially quite 
simple, and she eases us into her poems 
gently. Then, when our guard is down, she 
ambushes us. Take, for example, “A King 
Over Israel,” from a volume first pub- 
lished in 1978. The first stanza is vivid and 
engaging, posing no apparent problem: 
“Always in the back seat of the car/ And 
the sky as dry as a field of thorns/ I could- 
n’t find rest for my eyes/ From the end of 
the sky to its end.” But the second stanza 
confronts us with a disconcerting and orig- 
inal image: “While nights/ They’re wicked 
like the face of an animal/ Baring its teeth 
at a bush in the desert,” 

Her poetry stimulates you and jolts you 
out of your comfortable and predictable 
habits of mind, making you see more in life 
than you saw before, sometimes things you 
might have proferred to deny or suppress. 

For some renders of poetry, formal qual- 
ities — palterns of sound and rhythm, 
imagery, structure ~ are paramount, 
enabling them to enjoy a poem no matter 
what it is “about.” That kind of reader, I 
believe, is relatively rare. Otherwise, poet- 
ry would be much more popular. Most 
readers, including myself, are drawn to 
works because of their subject matter, and 
who could be so coldhearted as not to take 
an interest in a love story? 


THE POEMS by Yaira Ginossar in her lat- 
est collection, Hayofi Meir He'ara 
(“Beauty Remarks”), published by 
Hakibbutz Hameuhad, can almost be read 
88 ἃ novel about a love affair between a 
women and a much younger man: “But 
Shahar is my son, I tried to smile, and 
you're his age/ Almost.” “That’s how you 
came fo me, From the land of maturing 
youth/ Bending ἃ bashful head, prepared,/ 
Signaling that you're the chosen.” She 
acknowledges (he hopelessness of her sit- 
uation: “In 8. moment I understand that 
youre just a warm temptation/ In a 


moment J understand that I’m just 8 fool.” 


The poems follow the relationshi 
through ‘ils joys and paing till its end: 
“There Was No poem ‘between us, we 
weren't a pictire/ There was no frame to 


 Protect'us/ "There fs no frame to protect us/ 


We were an obsessive pair of hands.” 


MALKA NATANSON'S em 
Uchmaniot Begeshem (“Blackberries in 
Rain”), published by /ton 77, do not form 
a cycle around a single story, Many of 
them, however, deal with dreadful events 
such as the massacre at Babi Yar the 
Holocaust, or the genocide in Rwanda, 

She is aware that these subjects must be 
treated with tact: “How will 1 touch the tor. 
ments that have no limit/ How will I break 
through an underworld that isn’t mine/ And 
1 just a wayfarer in the corridors of your 
scream.” She achieves powerful effects 
understatement; “At a distance of a hundred 
meters the children played war games/ And 
my little brothers kept silting on the empty 
bed with swollen bellies.” 

She writes about what is presented ag 
personal experience: “Take the woman out 
of yourself? Have her dance to the candle- 
light/ It’s the sixth day of the week.” And 
she also projects her imagination onto oth- 
ers: “Fatima soothes the pains of her 
kneeling/ With yellowed verses from the 
Koran/ And the contortion of her explod- 
ing womb/ With soft, holy fingers/ Like a 
virgin on her master’s bed.” 


RAHEL CHALFI’S poetry in Ahavat 
Hadrakon (“Love of the Dragon”), pub- 
lished by Hakibbutz Hameuhad, is more 
abundant in ils use of language, reaching 
for an incantatory quality that appears to 
be untrammeled by intellect and open to 
unconscious process, following itself 
through surprising twists and turns to 
unexpected destinations. 

Chalfi is not afraid to use humor in her 
poetry. Look, for example, at the first two 
stanzas of a poem called, “Love of Trees,” 
in which she pictures herself acting 
strangely: “I, who lack/ Ancient calm/ 
Find myself hungry near them/ Like a 
child lacking calcium who suddenly starts/ 
To nibble plaster from walls/ [ open arms 
and hug them/ Press my body so close to/ 
Their thick, quiet trunks/ From my fore- 
head to/ My toes/ To swallow within me 
and absorb inside me/ Their secret.” 

1 especially liked a long poem cailed 
“German Boot.” It tells the story of a girl 
student with big fect, Unable to find boots 
thal fit her (“I was in Paris last summer 
and didn’t find/ Boots in my size./] found 
a lover,/ Disereet and courteous, bul not 
boots to fil me”), she suffers through the 
Jerusalem winter in summer shoes ualil 
she spots a pair of boots in a store window, 

They are ideal but made in Germany. 
Afler two hours of inner debate, she buys 
them. They are soft and warm and make 
her look sexy, but as she walks, they seem 
to fill up with blood. Whose blood? 
Surrealistically, when she wants to go to 
bed with her lover, he cannot remove the 
boots except by tearing them off: “And the 
profane angels in heaven/ Cry out holy 
holy/ And my legs/ Are red/ With shame. 


RENA LEE is an Israeli professor of 
Hebrew literature who has lived aad 
taught in America for many years. She fre- 


quently returns on visits and has published - 


a constant flow of poetry, fiction and liler- 
ary criticism in Hebrew. 


Her most recent book of poems, Harhek 


Mikep Hatikva Hatova (‘Far from the 
Cape of Good Hope”), published by 
Reshafim, expresses some of the indelibls 
strangeness of living abroad: “Indeed, 
even in my sleep arises/ The taste of my 
loneliness in this city/ That consplres 
against me to pluck out my roots. 

Other poems mourn the death of her pat 
ents, such as an evocation of her father 5 
fine suit, which someone else is certainly 
wearlng now. She also meditales on "Ἢ 
own aging: “So 11 never ask agaln, ἢ 
the late Bialik, where my youth is./] ἐῶ 
that it's somewhere in all my yesterday of 
Floating in the universe on distant rays ἐὰν 
light/ (A bit like imps of the light, but 
the same).” a tik 

Not an obscure poet, Lee writes Γ με 
and sonorous Hebrew that is a pleasure 4 
read. 


their “Ip 


hey call themselves office supply 
superstores. For nearly 11 months 
a year, their main customers are 
business firms. But in midsum- 
mer they must prepare for an onslaught of 
schoolchildren and their parents. 

These office supply stores are poing 
after the back-to-school trade in a big way, 
competing fiercely with one another as 
well as with the traditional neighborhood 
stationery Shops, und with the department 
stores, Hamashbir Lizarchan and Shekem. 

The big-time players arc Office Depot, 
Super Office, Gralfili, and Stock Center, 
which is part of the veturan Kravitz writ- 
ing-supplics chuin. 

Super Office, Stock Center and Kravitz 
have gone into the textbook field for the 
first time this year. 

You couldn't let elementary schoolchild- 
ren go to most of these stores by them- 
selves. The stores tern to be large and 
overwhelming, and most of (hem are locat- 
ed in suburban shopping malls. They fea- 
lure nonstop shopping from carly morning 
io late evening, some till 10 or 11} p.m. 

The office superstores claim you can 
realize savings as great as 40 to 60 per- 
cent, compared to shopping in ordinary 
shops. This is hard ta judge. Some of the 
very tempting back-to-school offers 
adverlised by the office superstores are 
undoubledly “loss leaders" -- items on 
which no profit is made. 

Gimmicks have been added to the lure 
of low prices. Super Office is raffling offa 
South Korean car, a Ilyundai Accent, to 
cusiomers spending NIS 95 or more. And 
al all four branches of the Graffiti chain, a 
lucky shopper will win back the full price 
of his or her shopping basket every week. 

So who are these office supply giants, 
and what are they dving for baek-to- 
school? 


OFFICE DEPOT, u franchise of an 
American chain of the same name, is the 
most imposing of the office superstores, 
and has branches in Tel Aviv and Haifa 
thus far. All Office Depot's Jittings were 
brought from the US. 

To the average schoulchild, these huge 
American copycat stores must appear 
inlimidating, indeed, with floor-to-ceiling 
warehouse-styte shelves tilled with cvery- 
thing from television sets to fux puper. 

However, for ils back-to-school season, 
Office Depat has given over its main 
alsles to products for school pupils. This 
includes merchandise which Office Depot 
docs not normally stock, such as nnte- 


"books and school diaries with the current 


“in” images — Power Rangers, Pocahontas, 
emecce-aciress-singer Michal Yanai, actor- 
model Lior Miller, and so forth. 

Basic items like notebooks, pencils, 
erasers, even small metal pencil sharpen- 
ets are packaged in multi-packs. That's 
one reason the unit prices are significantly 
less than at ordinary paper-goods shops. 
Office Depot, for instance, is selling five 
crasers for NIS 1.49, five metal pencil 
sharpeners for NIS 3.45, and a pack of 20 

n-cover notebooks, 14 pages each, 
for NIS 7.49, 


Of course, one chifd may not need or 


- Want five identical erasers or five pencil 


sharpeners. On the other hand, many items 
are sold individually — children’s scissors 
for a mere NIS 1.1 5, for example. 
ics Depot has come out with a mini- 
catalog, distributed with the Super-Pharm 
Sin some of the Hebrew weekly papers 


4nd al Super-Pharm branches. Consumers 
, S80 order from 120 back-lo-schuol items 


‘by phone or fax fur honte delivery. They 


aN alsa Qualify for attractive two-for-the- 


Price-of-one offers at Office Depol, if they 
Spend NIS 75 at Super-Pharm. ; 
Or the back-to-school season, Office 


τ Jepol and its local arch-rival Super Office 


© engaged in a war of one-upmanship on 


west price” promises. 
iFirst Super Office announced that if a 


-: emer finds an identical back-to-school 


“m.cheaper in another catalog or shop, 


. Sune Office would match the price and 
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Textbooks are the latest attraction at office superstores. 


Office supply superstores are 
competing hard to prepare pupils 
for the coming school year. 


By Martha Meisels 


deduct another 50 percent of the differ- 
ence. In other words, if you find some- 
thing for NIS 9 which Super Office sells 
for NIS 10, it will reduce its price to NIS 
8.50 — or refund you the difference, if 
you've already bought it. 

In response, Office Depot says it will do 
the same — but deduct 60 percent of the 
differential. (Al both chains, the maximum 
refund is NIS 150.) The rival superstores 
will expect to see a catalog or advertise- 
ment as proof of the lower price clse- 
where, but may satisfy themselves with a 
phone call to confirm your claim. 

Often, however, you won't find identical 
merchandise. ae ee 

Take basic yellow lead pencils with 
erasers, for instance. The cheapest I saw 
were at the Tel Aviv branch of Stock 
Center (the Kravitz affiliate), where 12 
pencils from China go for NIS 1.40. 
Elsewhere in the Kravilz chain these are 
NIS 1.99 for a dozen, or 25 agorot apiece. 

Super Office sells a package of 10 pen- 
cils for NIS 1.93. They are also made in 
China, but carry the Mead brand name 

the US. 
rom ice Depot, which claims to be cheap- 
er than its rivals, does not stock pencils 
from China on the grounds of qualily 
considerations. Its rock-bottom offer is a 
ckage of 12 American-made Dixon yel- 
low pencils for NIS 3.49. : 

A manager at a Stock Center branc 
admitted to me that its very cheap penclls 


from China have a low qualily wood and 
lead. He said parents would do baller to 
choose the locally made Jerusalem 
Pencils, 12 of which go for NIS 4.80. 
Office Depot says il has discontinued 
selling Jerusalem Pencils because, 
although the quality is high, so is the price. 
And what do most neighborhood writing 


- supply shops charge for individual yellow 


pencils with erasers? The going rate in Tel 


. Aviv seems to be 70 or 75 agorot apiece, 
wherever their origin, - 


If you’re still interested in gelting your 
pencils cheaper by the dozen, the Office 
Depot branch in Tel Aviv is at 76 Yigal 
Allon, near the Cinerama, and ‘its only 
other branch is in the Hutzot- Hamifratz 
mall in the Haifa Bay area. 


SUPER OFFICE is patterned closely on 
the American.chain Staples, with which it 
has a strategy and knowhow agreement. 


It decided not to pay royalties for the: 
Staples name, however, because the name’ 
wouldn't mean anything to the public 


here, explains general manager David 
Hartstein. - ει" 

There are four branches of Super Office 
“Ὁ at 103 Hahashmona’im in Tel Aviv; in 
the industrial zone of Ra’anana; near the 
Ayalon mal! in Ramat Gan/Bnei Brak; 
and, most recently, at 40 Sderot 
Hahistadrut in Haifa Bay. 


Super Office may look less intimidat-. 


ing to schoolchildren and parents than 


Office Depot, if only because its stores 
aren’! as huge. 

Not only is it offering a large selection 
of back-to-school merchandise al altrac- 
tive prices, Super Office is also selling 
textbooks this year — in an effort to offer 
one-stop shopping. 

In fact, you don't even have to stop. 
You can phone or fax a list of required 
textbooks from home, and have them 
delivered without charge, if the bill is 
over NIS 95. Hartstcin says that Super 
Office should have most textbooks in 
stock. Prices will be the official ones con- 
trolled by the Ministry of Education. 

Among the low prices about which Super 
Office brags are NIS 1.99 for a pupil's 
diary, NIS 1.11 for a pencil sharpener with 
a holder for the shavings, NIS 2.22 for a 
jeans-slyle pencil case, and NJS 19.95 for a 
generous art kil full of pencils, crayons and 
felt-tip markers. 

Many parents will be glad that, based on 
iis experience last year, Super Office has 
scaled down the quantities of items 
prepackaged together. For instance, slick 
pens which had been in multi-packs of 12 
now come in threes. 


KRAVITZ, THE country's veteran paper 
supplies chain, is about to celebrate its 
70th anniversary. It has 60 shops stretch- 
ing from Galilee to Eilat. 

Three of these are called Stock Center, 
and they are Kravilz’s answer fo the 
office superstores. They are located in Tel 
Aviv, at 107 Hahashmona’im (almost 
next door fo Super Office); in Rishon 


z Lezion in the Kol mall; and in Haifa, at 
τὸ the Kiryat Ala junction. 


"-σσσν' 


Kravilz’s marketing manager, Dudi 
Oren, says you may find some better 
prices at Stock Center than at Kravilz if 
you're buying in multi-packs, but he 
didn’t estimate percentages of savings. 

He says there will be attractive back-to- 
school prices at all Kravitz shops too. In a 
number of shopping malls, Kravitz is 
holding back-to-school fairs, which either 
began Jast Saturday evening or will open 
tomorrow evening. These will be in the 
Beersheba mall, the Lev mall in Ashdod, 
Kanyoter in Ness Ziona, the Hazahay mall 
in Rishon Lezion, Hasharon in Netanya, 
the Arim mall in Kfar Sava and Kan-Or in 
Or Yehuda, 

At the these fairs and at the Stock Center 
in Rishon, Kravitz will sell schoolbooks 
for the first time this year. 

Orcn also says that Kravilz has more to 
offer than the office superstores when it 
comes to specially goods such as supplies 
for art students. 

As for prices, he says that “without 
doubt, we can compete with Super Office 
and Office Depot.” He also promises give- 
away gifis for pupils and parents, without 
a raffle, 


GRAFFPFITT 15 another of the office supply 
stores throwing its doors open to a 
younger clientele this season. Ii is the 
only office superstore in Jerusalem, at 39 
Pierre Koenig, Talpict. Its other stores are 
in Tel Aviv (17-19. Habarzel, Ramat 
Hahayal), Haifa (Nesher, 147 Derech Bar- 
Yehuda), and Beersheba (Ha‘oranim, 
opposite the railway warehouses). 
Graffiti is promoting two package-deal 
back-to-school baskets. One for the lower 
grades contains 20 items, including an 
“orthopedic schoolbag,” at NIS 128.50; the 
other, for older pupils, has 23 items at NIS 
150. It claims buying these package deals 
_ Can represent savings of “up to 60%.” 
Even if true, I can’t imagine pupils or 
parents wanting to buy a pre-packaged 
back-to-school “basket,” rather than 
choosing the individual items which they 
need or want, That’s the fun in back-to- 
school shopping. a 
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ne of the mast inspired inven- 
tions of Italian cuisine is pasta 
with pesto, a sauce made of 


Whatever you call it, dishes made 
with fresh basil liven up classic 
and contemporary meals. 

By Faye Levy 


The time-honored way to prepare pesto 
is with ἃ mortar and pestle, Today pesto is 
prepared in seconds with the aid of a food 


CLASSIC PESTO 


1 cup packed basil leaves (1 bunch 


Parmesan cheese ‘and olive oil. With basil 
so widely available and reasonably priced 
during this season, It's the ideal time to 
enjoy fresh homemade pesto. Bursting 
with zesty flavor, pesto is ready in a few 
minutes and requires no cooking. 

Pesto also flavors many versions of 
minestrone, the famous Italian vegetable 
Soup. The pesto is stirred in at the Jast 
minute, so the fresh basil and parlic fla- 
vars remain lively. 

Not to be outdone, the French have their 

‘ version of pesto, called pistou. It’s a spe- 
cialty of Provence In southern France, 
which has ἃ strong Italian influence on its 
culinary style, This French cousin is sim- 
pler—it does not contain nuts and not nec- 
essarily cheese either. Actually, either 
pistou of pesto can be made without 
cheese for a kosher accompaniment 
meat or poultry. 

. Today pesto is so popular that it Is being 
used in many additional creative ways, 
The delectable, deep-green sauce is won- 
derful with turkey and chicken, both in 
cold ‘salads and in hot dishes, Trendy 
resfauranta offer sandwiches of : roast 
chicken with fresh pesto “instead of the 
standard chicken with mayonnaise, 

* ‘There are also many-new pesto recipes. 

You can find menus. featuring coriander . 

Blo,.mint pesto and-cliill pesto, ali made 
ng ‘an herb or spice with olf and, 


A variation I came up with is avocado 
pesto flavored with basil, parsley and gar- 
lic. Avocado gives the pesto a cool, pale 
green color and creamy texture, which: 
makes pesto even more versatile. It is deli- 
cious as ἃ spread on bread or for cansipé- 
topped appelizers, topped with strips of 


You can also serve it as a dip sur- 
rounded by an assortment of fresh veg- 
etables — zucchini sticks, small cauli- 
flower florets, sweet pepper strips, 
cucumber slices and radishes, for exam- 
ple. It also makes a tasty accompaniment 
for rice and beans. 

Like classic pesto, avocado pesto is 
great with pasta, and contributes luscious- 
ness Similar to that of heavy cream. You 
cat use your imagination and add ingredi- 
ents from your pantry or refrigerator’ to 
prepare tasty pesto-pasta dishes. 

. Diced fresh tomatoes are ἃ 
addition, ns are toasted 
like; cook some strips o 
-and sweet red or orange peppers with the 
or a-colorful dish redolent of 
-sumumer flfivors, . Ὁ ᾿- 


3 medium garlic cloves, peeled 

2 Tbsp. pine nuts or walnuts 

1/2 cup ireshly grated Parmesan 
cheese (about 45 gr.) 

1/3 cup fine quality olive oll, 
preferably extra virgin 


With blade of food processor turning, 
drop garlic cloves, one at a time, through 
feed tube and process until finely chopped. 
Add pine nuts, basil leaves and cheese and 
process until basil is chopped. With blade 
turning, gradually add olive oil. 

Scrape down sides and process until 
mixture is well blended. Transfer to a 
small bowl’ and set aside. (Pesto can be 
kept, covered, 2 days in refrigerator. Bring 
ture before using.) 

- Makes about 23 cup... ΄- 


Pesto, Pistou, Pronto! 


LINGUINE WITH MUSHROOMS, 
PESTO AND TOMATOES 


Here the traditional pasta-pesto pair is 
embellished with mushrooms and toma- 
toes and garnished with toasted nuts, 
which highlight the flavor of the pesto, 


Classic Pesto (see recipe above) 

3 Tbsp. slivered almonds or pine nuts 

225 gr. small ripe tomatoes 

3 Tbsp. ollve oil 

100 gr. mushrooms, halved, sliced thin 

1/2 tsp. dried leaf basil, crumbled 

salt and freshly ground pepper to taste 

225 gr. dried linguine 

fresh basil sprigs (for garnish) 

bowl of freshly grated Parmesan 
cheese (for serving) 


Preheat oven or toaster oven to 175 Ὁ. 
Toast nuts on a small baking sheet in oven 
until lightly browned, about 3 minutes. 
Transfer nuls to a plate and let them cool. 

Cut tomatoes in half lengthwise, squeeze 
well and remove seeds. Cut each piece in 
four, lengthwise. Set aside, 

Heat 2 Tbsp. oil in a medium skillet 
over medium heat. Add mushrooms, 
dried basil, salt and pepper and sauté, 
Stirring, about 3 minutes or until lightly 
browned. Remove mushrooms to a plate. 
Add 1 Tbsp, oil to skillet and heat over 
medium-high heat. Add tomato pieces 
and sauté about 30 seconds or until just 
heated through. Transfer to a plate. 

Cook linguine uncovered in a large pot 
of boiling salted water over high heat, sep- 
nrating strands occasionally with a fork, 
about 8 minutes or until tender but firm to 
the bite. Drain well and transfer to a heat- 
ed serving bowl. 

Add 1/2 cup pesto and toss. Add mush- 
rooms and tomatoes and toss again. Taste 
and adjust seasoning. Sprinkle with toast- 
ed pine nuts. Garnish with basil sprigs. 
Serve immedintely, with more cheese and 
remaining pesto scparalely. 

Makes 4-6 first-course or 2-3 main- 
course servings, 


LIGHTER PESTO 


This light, flavorful version of pesto 


contains only a modest amount of olive oil © 


and no cheese. It is a perfect accompani- 
ment for ment or poultry. 


2 large garlic cloves, peeled 

2 Tbsp. pine nuts or walnuts 

1 cup packed basil leaves (1 bunch 
of about 30 gr.) 

1/4 cup extra virgin ollve oll 


With blade of food processor tuming, 
drop garlic cloves, one at a time, through 
feed tube and process until finely chopped. 
Add nuts and basil and process until basil 
is chopped. ᾿ 

With blade turning, gradually add olive 
oil. Scrape down sides and process until 
mixture is well blended. Transfer to ἃ 
small bow! and set aside. (Pesto can be 
kept, covered, 2 days in refrigerator. Bring 
to room temperature before using.) 

Makes about 1/3 cup, 


TURKEY BREASTS WITH PESTO 
AND POTATOES 


When I was in the northern Italian port 
city of Genoa, 1 tasted the classic Genoese 
pasta al pesto, which also contains potato 
slices mixed with. the pasta (although It 
rayely contains potato outside Italy). [have 
loved the combination of potatoes and 


pesto ever since. It was the inspiration for 


this main course, in which the potatoes 


and pesto are pertnered with turkey and 
zucchini. Ripe cherry tomatoes make, ἃ 


᾿ς colorful accompaniment. 


esto (see recipe above) 

ut 4 aa potatoes, unpeeled 
500 gr. urkey breast slices (about 

gm. thick), patted dry 
9 Tosp. olive oll or vegetable oll 
salt and freshly ground pepper 

Ὁ gr. yellow or green zucchini, 

sliced 6mm. thick 


Cover potatacs with water in saucepan, 
add salt and bring tu a boil. Simmer until 


just tender, about 25 minutes. Remove 
from water. Cut in thick slices. Cover and 
keep warm. 

Cul cach turkey slice in 6 or 8 pieces, 
each with about 5-cm. sides. Put on paper 
towel-lined plate. Heat oil in large heavy 
skillet over medium-high heat. Sprinkle 
turkey with salt and pepper. 

Add half of turkey to pan and sauté, stir- 
fing often, about 1 minute per side, just 
until color changes throughout; cut a piece 
tocheck. Transfer turkey to how! and keep 
warm. Repeat with remaining turkey. Add 
mucchini slices to pan, sprinkle with salt 
and pepper and saute 3 minutes or until 
just tender. 

Add about half of peste to turkey and 
mix gently, Serve with potatoes and zuc- 
chin, Serve remaining pesto separately, 
for spooning on vegetables. 

Makes 4 servings. 


Pistou Is popular in southern France as 
an addition to vegetable saups and for toss- 
ing With pasta. Tt also makes a delicious 
flavoring for vegetables — fresh and dried 

NS, Corn, polataes, and even mixed 
frozen vegetables, 


2 bunches basil (about 60 gr. or 2 
. cups), leaves only 

6 large garlic cloves 

2-1 cup freshly grated Parmesan 

cheese (optional) 

8-1/2 cup fine quality olive alt, 

' preferably extra virgin 

rashly ground pepper to taste 


Rinse basil and pat dry. Chop garlic in a 
Ood processor. Add basil βὰν poe and 
P finely. Gradually add olive oil, with 
molor running. Scrape dawn sides and 
γεν gain so mixture is well blended. 
ὁ freshly ground pepper. 
Transfer [Ὁ a small Bowl and sel aside. 
μέγας can be kept, covered, 2 days in 
ΠΕΡΙαῖοτ, Bring to room temperature 
re using.) Makes about 1/3-1 cup 
epending on whether you add cheese). 


PROVENCAL. VEGETABLE SOUP 


WITH PISTOU 


Beupe au piston) 


Eng basil is the essential ingredient in 


“Ou 


Ὁ summer treat. The soup is so well loved 
in Provence, however, that pistou is often 
made in large quantities, covered with 
Olive oil and kept for use in a winter ver- 
sion of the soup as well. 

In addition to, or instead of some of the 
vegetables below, the soup can include 
spinach, Swiss chard, potatoes, pumpkin, 
ur a siall amount of turnip. 


1/2 cup dried white beans 

3 lilers water 

1/4 cup olive oll 

2 garlic cloves, chopped 

2 large leeks (white and green parts), 
Cleaned and chopped 

400 gr. ripe tomatoes, peeled, seeded 
and chopped 

1 medium carrot, peeled and diced 

60 gr. wax beans (yellow beans) 
or green beans, ands removed, 
cut in 3 pieces 

salt and freshly ground pepper 

4 small zucchini (about 1/2 kilo), 
cut in cubes 

Pistou with cheese (see recipe above) 

1/3 cup frozen peas . 

1 cup medium noodles. 

bowl of freshly grated Parmesan 
cheese (as an accompaniment) 


Soak beans overnight in enough cold 
water (0 generously cover; drain thorough- 
ly. Pul beans in a large pot with 6 cups 
water. Bring to a boil over medium heat. 
Simmer uncovered for 1 hour, adding hot 
water occasionally so beans remain cov- 


ered, Reserve beans in 3/4 cup of their liq- 


vid. 


Heat 2 Tbsp. of olive oit in pot over 
medium heat. Add garlic and leeks and stir 
briefly. Add tomatoes and cook, stirring, 
about 5 minutes. Add carrot, yellow or 
green beans, white beans in their reserved 
liquid, remaining 6 cups water, remaining 
2 Thsp. olive oil and a pinch of salt and 
pepper and bring to a boil. Cover and sim- 
mer 30 minutes. Add zucchini and simmer 
about 10 minutes longer or until vegeta- 


bles are very tender. 


Prepare Pistou. Afler soup has simmered 
40 minutes, add noodies and simmer 
5 minutes. Add peas and cook 5 more 
minules or until noodles are lender. 
Remove from heat and stir in pistou, Taste 
and adjust seasoning; serve immediately. 
Serve more graled Parmesan cheese sepa- 
rately. (It is best not to reheal this soup 
because pistou loses its fresh flavor but 


any leftovers are very good cold.) 
Makes 8 servings. 


AVOCADO PESTO 


se this rich, easy-to-make satice to lop 
he or cooked vegetables. Choose the 
black-skinned avocado for the best laste 
and smoothes! texture. Use mild or “pure 
olive olf rather than virgin or extra-virgin 
for a more delicate taste that does not over- 


power the avocadye. You can mike the 
pesto part ahead, but it is hest to peel and 
add the avocado at the last minute. 


2 medium garllc clovas, halved 

1 cup fresh basil leaves (a 30-gr. 
bunch 

1/4 cup packed Italian parsley leaves 
or small sprigs of regular parsley 

2 Tbsp. pine nuts 

2 Tbsp. freshly grated Parmesan 
cheese 

1 ripe medium-size avocado, (225 gr.) 

6 Tbsp. pure olive oil or vegetable oll 

en freshiy ground pepper to 
aste 


With blade of food processor turning, 
drop gartic cloves, one at a time, through 
feed tube and process until fincly chopped. 
Add basil, parsley, pine nuts and cheese 
and process until basil and parsley are 
chopped. Peel and pil avocado and cut ina 
few chunks. 

Add to mixlure in processor and purce it. 
With blade turning, gradually add oil. 
Scrape down sides and process until mix- 
ture is well blended. Season with salt and 
freshly ground pepper. Transfer to a bowl. 
(The pesto can be made 2 hours ahead, 
covered with plastic wrap pressed directly 
on its surface and refrigerated.) 

Makes about 1 cup. 


PASTA WHEELS 
WITH AVOCADO PESTO 


For a colorful touch, you can garnish 
each serving of pasta with halved cherry 
tomatoes. 


Avocado Pesto (see recipe above) 

1 rlpe medium avocado, room 
temperature 

225 gr. pasta wheels, shells or other 
small round pasta shapes 
(about 3 1/2 cups) 

1/4 cup toasted pine nuts 


Bring pesto to roam temperature before 
using. Peel and pit other avocado and cut it 
in small dice. 

Bring a large pol of water to a boil; add 
sall, then pasta. Cook uncovered over 
high heat, stirring occasionally, about 
7 minutes or until tender but firm to the 
bite. Drain well and transfer to a heated 
serving dish. 

Add avocado pesto and fold it in with a 
rubber spatula until thoroughly blended. If 
mixture is too thick to blend easily, add 
1 Tbsp. hot water and toss until blended. 
Taste and adjust seasoning. Add 2 Tbsp. 
toasted pine nuts and about half of diced 


avocado and toss again. 


Sprinkle with remaining diced avocado 


and remaining pine nuts and serve. 


Makes 4 first-course servings. ΗΜΥ. 


Faye Levy is the author of Sensational 


Pasta (HP Books). 


MATTERS 


nds 


Habokrim, Kibbutz Merom Hagolan. 
Open noon to 4 p.m., 6 p.m. to 
midnight, (No kashrut certificate.) 


or most ‘people, the Golan is the 
focus of a political dispute. For 
others, it may be ἃ place where fine 
wines are produced, but the Golan also 
happens to be cow country, and that is 
where you go for steaks. 

At Habokrim, they keep things 
simple. The restaurant itself is made 
oul of rough wooden fogs, which 
complement the wooden tables and © 
checked curtains. Table furnishings’ Ὁ 
include home-made ccramic salt and 
pepper shakers, oil jugs and vinegar © 
flasks. The only modern note is the air- 
conditioning, which runs full force = - 
during these hot days. ae 

The proprietors of the restaurant say 
{hat all the food served there Is kosher, . 
but they have no kashrwt cerlificate, . - 
because it Is open on Shabbat. — ‘ 
" Standard starters at Habokrim © 
include humous and giant chopped | 
vegetabte salads, both with lots of 
fresh, fragrant olive oil. These were ' 
excellent, but our group also received - 
a special first course, consisting of hot 
seasoned mushrooms. These were 
from a tin, and even the plenitude-of 
garlic in which they had been sauteed . 
did notredeem them. . ᾿ : 

On the other hand, we also tried the 
fried appetizers, including well- 
seasoned Moroccan cigats and delicate - 
potato pnstilles, and theso were quite. 
tasty. ; ie τ 

’ However, in a restaurant like this itis 
well to leave roam for the main course. 
In keeping with the nature of the 
restaurant, I tried something described 
as an Argentinian rib-cye steak. The 
Argentinian element, 1 was told, 
referred to the sauce in which the'steak 
had been marinated bofore being’ 
grilled, My stenk was excellent. It was 
very tender, juicy, and very tasty, no 
doubt as a result of the marinade. < — 
-Among other members of our party, - 
those who ordered the grilled (rout . 
reported that It was satisfactory, but | 
nol extraordinary. Those who tried-the Π 1: .᾽,2ν 
lamb chops, on the other hand, found :} ἢν 
them far leaner and more tendor than ρα 
usually available. All the main bias? 
courses came with huge 


fresh chips, '.: -- 
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enories of family life have provided subject 


of Chagall's dream images of Vilehsk or 
Jankel Λα ον αὶ poruaits of his Family circle; 


such recollections are usually linked to the sitet! aria 


Jewish tradition. 


Academy of Aris and Design) new living in Holland. The 
memories surfacing in her large mixed-media paintings 


(inks, waterculors and pastels on paper) are not of Jewish: 


board, a gluss-fronted cabinet and high shelves holding 


never handled. 

This idea is emphasized by Gordon through her method 
of painting (in selected! areas) onto silk paper, so that 
objects shimmer, mirage-like; and through the display of 


Red these paintings in ἃ crowded, floor-to-ceiling arrange- 


meni, ceculling that of icons decorating an iconostasis, the 


Pat sanciuary screen which is the focus of worship in Russian 
Mee Orthodox churches. 


Pastels are the medium for two other sets of paintings 


: i by Gordon, both based on photographs found in Golden 
ga) Hands, her mother's culinary bible which curried a pref- 


ace by Joseph Stalin. One set, resembling black-and-white 
film-stills, illustrates step-by-step cooking procedures; the 
other depicts brightly colored, super-realistic representa- 
tions of fresh and tinned food (with labels in Polish), 
These glistening images do not ring true; they recall when 
Gordon was a child. 

Gordon's most impressive painting is also of a festive 
meal; this time in the tradition of the “Meal on the Table” 
paintings, popular in the Netherlands since the early 17th 
century, But her impressionistic version of this genre is in 


δ πὸ sense a pastiche, This opulent repast, portrayed within 


a black-edged border, projects an atmosphere which is 
both funereal and claustrophobic. Like the books belonp- 


‘ ing to Gordon’s father, this festive meal seems destined to 


be admired but never touched, 


AT THE same venue, an exhibition of pastels and oil 


matter tur many Jewish painters. Just think {shea 


ἣ books und family treasures. Objects to be admired but Bree! 


Maya Gordon: Domestic Poem (detall), mixed- 
ot An) and collage on paper (Herzilya Museum 
of Art ; 


paintings commemorates the 10th anniversary of the 
death of Raphael Matar, a young Israeli who studied art 
in London before settling in Paris, where he died in 1985 
at the age of 36, 

Almost all Matar's paintings are self-portraits revealing 
an obsession with sex. Whether depleting himself os a 
masked satyr or a nude with a double-headed profile, 
Matar's images are the direct expression of an unquiet 
spirit. 

* ' Although one can find much to criticize in these com- 
positions, the imagery is haunting. There are points of 
comparison between Matar's paintings and those of 
Maryan M. Maryan (1927-77), a Holocaust survivor who 
also left Israel for Paris and ended his life there. 


1955) has assembled a provocative photo-document of the 
“instant” housing projects’ which have sprung up in 
remote focations on either side of the Green Line, often 


detailed description of this project (which could be devel- 
oped further), exposing the truth beyond the glib media 
promise of “a dream home in the hills.” (Herzliya 


IN AN adjoining gallery, Efrat Shivli (b. Jerusalem 


seemgces; ἱππ τ τ τ' 
. 3 εὐ ἃ 


without adequate infrastructure, Space precludes a : 


of three decades ago, Mathieu. Her husbund Efik Peli (ὃ. 
Isracl 1927, u Bezalel Academy graduate) shows smooth 
abstract bronzes with bird ar human connotations and sev- 
eral, more impressive, Wood carvings. 

In an adjuining gallery, Alexandr Gurevich (b. Russia, 
1944, here since 1993) shows a large array of meticulously 
execuled mixed-media works and panels pucked with ines: 


sneakers or vhjeis irouves, follow parily in the foutsteps of 
curly Rauschenburg. 1 liked best his more straightforward 
but nicely whimsical monochrome etchings. Gurevich has 


bolic scttings und poses, Essentially illustrative, they are all 
essentially the same in conception, treatment and color, 

In the mezzanine gullery, veteran piinterAcacher/ectur- 
er Hava [ntrator-Rarak (ἢ. Kazakhstan, here since 
(950), shows limited-paletle mixed-media paintings 
(bituminous browns and greens) of idealized views of 
steep Jerusalem hillsides; and u few interiors. | prefer the 
deft and lighter touch of her pencil-and-wash views of Ein 
Kerem made on warmly toned paper, where occasional 
dabs of purple in the shadows add it touch of life to her 
carefully austere paletic, which works better on paper. 
Each illustrative watercolor in this group is rendered with 
unfussy skill. 

Down iu the entrance gallery is yet another symbolic 
installation in the tiresome Nidbach series, This time Nir 
Lilo (b. Isrne! 1962, studied at the Avni) stands ao telly on 
its side and dresses it in a cloth skirt lit from inside, the 
whole framed in a tent/box of white sheeting. The occa- 
sional screening is likely related to 1 few vertical black- 
and-white stills stuck on the sheeting. Two other smaller 
pieces don't bear mentioning. Werusalem Artists House). 
Till August 6. 


ito and Hannah were having a 
fearful fracas. “You know what's 
ihe biggest problem in this coun- 
wy?” Otto hollered αἱ his wife. “A 


ik, “is that people like you never —” 
‘Never what?” he barked back. 
«Never shut up long enough to --" 


wy hello, the line abruptly disconnected. 
Keeursed sofily. “Sonofa—" 
“Shh!” Hannah had turned on the radio. 
‘isien! There's been another —" 
‘We interrupt this program,” the 
mouncer said gravely, “to bring you an 
iethe-spot report fron. ~” 
*- This is Ada Vahav, coming to you 
be from Kiryat Ata, where —” 
Hey,” Otto cut in excitedly, “that's 
sere —" 
"- Where we live, I know,” Hannah 
απο, “Now would you —” 
Thy listened os the reporter told of the 
bist bank heists. It was an epidemic and, as 
fags are wont to be, speculation was rife, 
fice were baffled, the public was up in 
msand the press was having a fick! diy. 
Tk Palestinians complained that Israeli 
abbers were Stealing their savings, the 
wondered just what kind of peaple 
by were trying to make peace with, und 
BDC carried ἃ special report on "The 
State: Tunnel at the End of the Light 
the Nations,” probing evitlence that 
ἢ People were not stich brilliant 
as history had portrayed them. 
| Radio assembled a (first-rate, 
mibing) team of (thoughi-provoking, 
ri analysis to gel to the bottom of 
(aat 5) scourge (which had spun 
pals 
le was, to be sure, riveting: 
Tell ya, a ye Russian --" 5 
Ten matia? You don’t know what 
ΝΕ lalking about, it's the Palestinian —" 
toe ire me rong. this is an Israeli 
nQ. ἰ 
{hal μὰν ublic fed up with the 


By Sam Orbaum 


“rd like _ " 
The two kids with the plastic Uzis unex- 
pectediy pushed in front of him and 


explained. Otto could only shrug. 
The teller scemed to be having a bad 
day. It was the way she yelled Nur at 


first served. I'm not authorized ta give any 
money unless you can provide proof of a 
weapon. It’s a new directive.” 

“But I don’t have a gun, I just want --" 

“So go out and buy one. ‘No gunny, no 
money,’ that’s our new motto. Next!” 

“Wait,” said Otto. He whipped out his 
credit card. “Will this do?” 

She laughed mirthlessly. “Don’t be 
ridic—" 

Otto suddenly lunged forward, pressed 
the comer of the card against her throat, 
and announced his condition for sparing 
her life: “Gimme money!" 

She swallowed hard. “All of it?” 

Otto was losing his patience. He pressed 
harder on her jugular. “Give me,” he 
hissed through clenched teeth, “a hundred 
shekels, take it out of my account, print 
out a receipt for me to sign and let me 
oulta here or you've had It.” 

The teller blinked, “You mean you're 
not a robber?” 

“Argghbhhhi” he explained. “I'm a 
client, a customer, an account holder, I’ve 
been banking here for 20 years and for 20 
years I've been treated Jike I only come in 
here to rob you, and you know what? 
That's why Y decided to come to the bank 
today, just to see what it takes to get o lit- 
tle personal attention around herel” 

A number of robbers in the queve were 
getling impatient. “Yalla, I have to get 
back to the office,” one of them muttered, 

“Don’t interrupt!” Otto shouted. He felt 
liberated, : 

The staff managed to scrape together a 
hundred shekels from loose change no 
one had bothered stealing. Otto released 


i μα μα ὦ oo 


Museum of Art). All shows till July 29, 


“So what brings you here?” Otlo asked. 
Jt turns out Gluck was making a deposit. 
Of abl things! 


’s Peter robbing Paul to pay 


If this keeps u : 
τ p we're gonna 
: lane Tom, Dick and Harry doing a 


no?” he called as they whizzed by. 
Strange, Otto thought, he’d never seen the 
Liebermans on a motorcycle before. 


his hostage so she could enter the with- 
drawal in the computer and print out the 
” receipt, we 
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DRORA DEKEL of Kibbutz Kabri is not the first woman 1)..". Ὁὰ 


in Israel to express frustrations and aggressive feelings “Γ΄ .. 4 male and Clyde just to ke i of kids rollerbladed by, totin Everybody in Jine overheard. Each one He counted the coins and shoveled them 1 i ore 
᾿ through her ae Dorit Yacoby, for scale. crushes foes TIA gf tae ᾿ ἴπρς Now is an Israeli μὰ oar ὡ βον ae and saying “bang, bang!” : insisted he take their place in the line. “You ἰπίο his pockets. “Thank-you,” he said to Loh 
aud domiestic ‘items into her canvases, Bianca Eshel- ΄. Q's tees Hanah tskisked, “Imagine. Regular everyone. And everyone said, “How cule.” 566 that?” Oito sald fo no one jn particular, the teller. Triumphant, -he siraightened his . et ἡ 
Gershuni contrives biographical altars from stuffed ani- ᾿[:-.-- 1. Agee aking @ morning off work to go _ Oto arrived af the bank just as Berg was “people can be 80 friendly sometimes.” hat and walked away: ΜΝ ; ! 
mals and voodoo dolls, What makes Dekel’s approach : -΄. 1: de tik op. 8 use they can’t coming out. Not Berg the travel agent, but “Next!” the teller said. Itwas Mra. Levy’s = A manager sprang up out of nowh i ae 
different to that of Yacoby and Gershuni is her apparent [io -: if: : tote nae to pay the overdraft. And Berg from the old-age home. Berg burst tur, but she wasn’t paying altention. Otto and barred the door. “Thought you could ᾿ i 
tendency to “bury” her feelings within-the design of her 0. ον Ἐν Belin ; aul of the bank, taking the steps three al a prodded her, and as she stepped forward he get away with it, eh?” 


L 8 Away with j The J 
small, rather homely wall harigings, ot γῆς δ you going?” Utell you, it's lime, and leaped into a waiting taxi,  wittily called after her: “Leave some . Otto kindly-expiained that he was not a 
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